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. Conf ufationof many and different Opinions occa- 
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Right Worſhipfull, © 


FSUAAL, S Imet with many 


s pro 

0 mine 
Y ciency, which for- 
ced me to reſolve againſt this worke, with the ſlander: and re- 
proaches of them who are wont to ſlight the grounds which they 
examine not : but every truth being minch more worth them my 
name, liberty, or life, which Thave good reaſon to deſpiſe for his 
| ſake, who emptied viaief of all bis glory, forced me to continue 
my progreſſe egainſt thoſe many and difſeremt opinions that 

0m are 78 this laſt age of the world; and becauſe of the daily im- © 
- A 2 creaſe 
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 - ereaſe of them to the miſleading of ſomes. and to the tyuble of 
" others, but moſt of all bzcanſe of that diſhonour that 'is vought 
unto Ged thereby 5 I(the leaft of Saints, and the worjof all 


-#tn.as well as) the —_ of menyet for the Churches ſak have 
put .pem to paper, w 


oſe proſperity I wifh,whuſe peace Tpry for, 
and whoſe loveT defrre © that there is many and wade opazons, 
wonder #0t becauſe they are foretold, but rather be eſtablied int 
the Scriptures, that thoſe things are come to paſſe, for the acom- 
pliſhntens of the Scripture: doth not onely.prove #hat there is. a 
God, but that the Scriptures 7s the truthof God: read diſin@&- 
ly, obſerve careſully, and examine what I write, as in theight 
and feare of God; and if it agree with the: Scriptures, receive 
t for the truths ſake; if not, rejeF it 5 yet let neither the man- 
weſſe of my gifts nor of my perſon, hinder your thoughts, o a- 
ny Way abate your Zeale, being this poore worke of mine throgh 
the bleſſing of God may be a meanes to confirme ſome, and to +- 
ance others, that ſo we may have a happy union, and ſerve he 
Lord withone conſent, notwithſtanding 0ur - great fy am I 
which 1/hgll vom and ever pray, alwayes remaining © 
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SOVEES COMPLAINT 
Deſerted and convinced of its cond 
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'fl0n, 
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'Am not{ignotant of my former happmelle, 
Cpt when I defired to walkiwvith God and robe ru- 
OL 9 - led by his Law ; - when I could have faidivith 
DIza41 David: Lordhowl love thy Law | It my m:4;- 
"PAVYa tation contin ually-; nay it 2. ſweet unto my taſte, 
A IE) wet rv then the: haney; or the honey-comb zno- 
V/A SZ. thiny more deſired thendeath, an to -be deli - 
_ _— RAY '@ yered from this body of death, that fo I miyhr 
ceaſe and- ſinne no more: nothing more feared then a back-ſliding 
heart: what joy.did then, remaine m/my' heart, and:what peace.did 
abide in my ſoule and quietneſſe in my conſciencer ' I could then 
have {aid with David, Thy loving kindneſſe u better then life ; then had 
T1communton wath the great God of heaven; but: vzoe be unto me, 
This 1s lokand gone from my ſou'e, and now ſhame, :lorroiy, guilr, 
and trouble ofheart aremet-togethery - O finne,ſfinne, woe be nni © 
me, for I have finned, notſecretly, but openly, and therefore T ſhall 
acclaremy ſorrow with David to Godand the whole world : I have 
Sreveuny {:nned againlt the Lord, finnesof all forts, -Gnnes of all 
1nds, ſecret ſinnes. ſinnes in thought, ſinnes in purpoſe, finnes in de- 
fixeand inacty open ſfinnes, finnesof omiiſion, ſinnes of commitſi- 
on, ſinnes of ignorance, but moſt of all, ſinnes of knowledge and of 
wiltulneſſe : Thoke finnes are my. finnes faith the ſoaule , © the guilt 
G + a that 
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that now lies upon my conſcience, NOW I know War finne IS, and 

what it is to finneagainlt a God ! Stnne procures judgements here, 
{inne brings wrath hereafter ; ſinne hinders blefings, and ſin pro - 
cures curſes, fin defiles the conicience; Nay, what may not. be ſaid of 
nne?finne made Angels Devils, finne made Chritt himſelfe to cry 
and ſay : my God my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? yer turther,eve- 
ry ſinne is mortall, and deſerves death , if no more could.be faid of 
{inne, this were enough to caule men to be afraid of finne for ever; 
But beſides this, ſinne violates the holy Lawes of God, and cauies 
him who ſhould be mans Saviour to be his deſtroyer, a friend to be 
anenemy ; yet for allthis couid not I be ſo afraid of finne, as to a- 
void it, but God with-holding hts grace, ſuffered me to fall through 
the deceittnineſle of ſinne; according to that in the third of the He- 
brewes and thirreenth verle,yhere ve {ce that the vant otExhortatt- 
on, or the lighting of exhortationis the ready way- to tall into fin ; 

| And for this beleeve experience, as finne 1s fatd to be deceittull, {0 
is the heart of-man, Jeremiah 17. v.9.as though the heart of man 
vere made up of nothing hut finne, where we may obſerve that fin = 
and the hearrof man not.lanctifiedare ryo fit companions; further | 
the Lord ſaith, the imaginations of mans beart are evill, and that continu- 
ally : Gen..6. v.:5. Oh that -manzvere acquaintedwath his own hearr, 
where he might ſee the root of all inne, as inirs- Center! and there- 
fore the holy Ghoſt eommands: men to keep their hearts with all 
diligence, he doth norſaywith diligence, but with all diligence, fur- 
ther ſhewing'unto us not. onely the finfulneſſe , but the deceirfil- 
neſſeof the heart; Now, manmot being able to keep his hearc, in 
regard of the many turnings and windings cf the fame , the holy 
Ghoſt himſelfcommands & faith, Aſy ſox give me thy beart; now that 
mult be givenunto God two wayes : firſt, ina ceſſation from ſinne; 
ſecondly, in 2 pratticall obedience: of well-doing :- The want of 
being acquainted with thine cxyne heart, and the 'not glving it unto 
thy Godintime, as thou art commanded , yill be the cauſe of thy 
finne : judgements, ſhame, and {orrow, all:rthy dayes ; for to thy 
grave thon wilt not gO1n peace : But on the contrary , if thou 1la- 
boureſt to be acquainted with thine owne heart, and olve it to thy. 
God in time, then ſhalt thou live, and goto thy grave in peace : oh 
happy man if thou 'doſt this ! bur woe beunto me, for I have ſinned, 


[ have ſinnedagainfitheLord, how juſt is it now- forthe Lord to. 
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deny. me repentance, and to giveme up to biindnefſe of mind, harg* 
nefie of heart, and to ſeale me up tor wrath and condemnation, 
which of all judgements is the greateſt, from which the good Lora 
deliverme, though.I have deſerved thy wrath, oh Lord help me and 
deliver. F cannot. forget that ſaying of the Prophet Nathan to 
David; The ſword (faith he) ſhall never depart from thy benſe , bi- 
canſe thou haſt cauſed the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme ; this alto 1s 
my evill, faith the ſoule, and thereforetroubles and miſery mult tol- 
low me all my dayes, even to the grave, where now I ithall not gon 
peace ; - and which now is thecaule of my ſorrow and ſhame yyhere- 
at the enemies of the Lord doe rejoyce, I meane carnall men ; bur 
let ſuch rake heed how they ſlander Religion or the profefiors there- 
of, becauſe of my fall ; it is not in Religion, nor in Profeſſors, as 
rhey are Profefors ; no, no; you carnall- men, look: to your owne 
hearts, andto that filth and corruption that1s there, that cauſes you 
to fall every day by ſivearing, drinking, lying, whoring,, and the 
likeg let your mounthes- be {topped, and be fiill;; and as David 
faith, rejoyce not oh mine -enemy, thengh 1. fall, I ſhall riſe 
againe, Its true, I have fallen; the Lord give you wiſdome that 
you may take warning thereby,.-and not be encouraged to fnne, nor 
to ſofte at Religion, nor the Profeſſors thereof, left God take yer. 
geance upon you all ; and being that we ſee 1n Scripture that 1& 1s- 
poſſible for the bett of men to fall into all fortsand kinds oft. Gnne ; 
as David, aman after Gods owne heart ; Peter, ant holy Apoitie:o7 
Telus Chrift ; and Salemor, one thatiyas belcved of his God : and 
yet inall ſorts and kinds of ſinne, Prov. 5. v.14. I was, faith he, 
almott in allevill; I ſhall therefore ſheiy how men come to fall in-- 
ro linne, and then why God ſuffers the beſt of men to fall, when he 
hath power to-preſerve and keepthem from f1nne 
Firſt, God ſutfers them to-tallinta finne, as he 15 the Anthor of 
all ations; Godwas the Author of . mans fall at the fixſt, althonvtt -. , 
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not of the fintulneſſe of. his fall but onely by permitſton, and to he” WR 
is of All the finnes that man falsinto.: There 18a difterence-beryyeer | 
the action and theſinfulneſle of theaRion, the adtion is from” G od, 
che Tinfulneſle is fro elves, onely God permithuayy. of 1t; The 
being .of the Angels that arenaw De ON: bur their. 
being evill from themſelves; and ſo fox allethercreatures, as Toads, 
ox any other.cxeature thatils yenemous os hurtful , rheix be! 's is 
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The Saints Griefe,” and the WorldsYoy. 
from God, burrheir being huctkull 15 from themſelves :1na word, 
chere.is nation, as It is an action, but it is from God; but the fin- 
fulneſle of the action is fromman, onely of God permitting of it: this 
is the 'fir{t way whereby man comes to fall into tinne. 
Secondly, as God may be faid ro be-the cauicof mans fall, fo the 
Devillallo occaſions mans fall. hemade an attempt upon our Savi- 
our to cauſe him to ſinne, he would have had him to nave deitroved 
himlelte in caſting of himſelfe doywne from the top of the Temp'e; 
and to have committed idolatry 1n falling do;yne to worthip him, 
2 fit ſubject indeed for Divine worſhip, but here he could not pre- ' 
vaile ; and therefore he (aith, the Prince of this world commerh , but - 
hath nwght 64 me, meaning in himſelfe ; the Devill not faiining. 
there, heattempts poore man, and there he prevat/es, as with Da- 
vid, to number the people, ſoin 1 {hrey. 21. v.41. and lo he cau'es 
man to fall, ſome into cne linne and ſome into anotier ; thus 'thie 
Devill cauſes man to fall. | ES 


Thirdly, manis the cauſc of his: 0 2'l ſo faith the Scripture, 
thou haſt fallen by thine sniquiry : Man by realon ot is owne intguity 
' fals into intquiries, and by reaſon of his ovyne ſinne fais into {innes; 
were it n2t for that in-dwelling of: finne that is in man, as man 
wouldnot be the caule of his owne fall, ſo there would be noting 
forthe Devill to faſten npon to occaſion mans fa'!. 

In the next place I am to ſheiy why the great God that hath pow- 
er to uphold and keep his people from ſinne; doth permit and fuffer 
thera to fall into all forts and kinds of finnes, evento the ſcandali- 
zing of Reitgicn, and the opening of the mouths of wicked and un- 
godlymen. | Ti 

I. God ſufters his one people to fall into finne,that.ſo he might 
ſhewunto them that 19 thet : natures are the ſeeds of allfinne; there 
is not a fnne in the wickedeſ},man thar lives on-earth , but the 

- ſeeds and ſpawneof that finne 1s in the beſt of men; and therefore 
rhe Apoſtle cals his body, « body of death, Ren;7.9. 24. inrepgard of 


that 1n-diyelling of finne that vas there, and now is in the beſt of 


men ; this sthe firſt reaſon why God fuffers his owne peop!e to fall 
Into {inne. ' wu IE 


.2. God ſuffers his owne 
bumble.chem, and to make them: mourne fo ugquities : fo 
Davia,Lord, faith he, 1 go wonrning all the day. So Peter, he wept 


bitterly 
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bitterly for his tranſpreſſion, &this is that which the Goſpel cals for: 
Humble your ſelves under the mighty hund of God, James 4. v.10. As 
man hath beeneproud inaway of diſobedience, God commands him 
ro be humble 1n a way of res, AMicah 6. v. 8. He bath ſpewed 
thee oh man what is good, and what the Lord requireth of thee : to doe gut» 
lh, to love mercy, ad to wathe hnmbly with thy God, 

Thirdly, God ſuffers men to fall into fin, thereby to 'ſhew them 
the filth of finne ; ſinne is of a defiling nature, Matthew 15. v.18. 
Sinne deites the whole man, it defiies every faculty of the ſoule 
and body ; -finne defiles all ations and duties, and whatſoever a 
man {ers his hand unto; this 1s the third reaſon why God ſuffers man 
to faiiimnto fin. | 

4. God liiffers his one people to fall into ſinne,to awaken them 
out of the {piritua!i ſlumber and ſecurity that they are in; and there- 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith : aAwake thou that ſlrepeſt, ariſe, fland up frons 
the d:ad, and Chriſt hall give thee light. The belt of menare fubje&t 
unt9 ſpirituall ſecurity , fo both David and Salowon, David two 
yeeres after thoſe great {innes that he cominitted ; the Lord ſuffers 


- thebeſt ofmen to fallinto finne, that he might awaken them; chis 


is the fourth reaſon. BEES 
5. God ſnffers his owne people to fall into finne, that thereby 
chey might bethe more jealous and ſulpitious of themlelyes accor- 
ding to the Apoſties words, Let hiws that ſtandeth rake bred leſt be fall; 
and ({o,blefſed is theman that feares alwayes; I ſay,God fufters man 
to fall into finne, thereby to ſhew him his pride and felf-confidence. 
6. Gndſuffers his owne people to fall into finne, to keepe them 
that they doe not. idoiize their graces; whenmenare ina ſecure con- 
itton, proud of their owne ſtrength, and thoſe gifts that God hath 
viventhem, God ſuffers them to fall, ro take them off from all re- 
lances upon themſelves; this 1s the [1X reaſon. 
7. God ſufters his people to fall into {inne, yea into ereat ſcan. 
dalous fins,as murtt:er 2duitery,and the itke; yea into {innes a9ainit 
knowledge, andall chat ze may manifeſt the riches of his graces, 
andthe freeneſſe 5 his love in the pardoning of thoſe grear crimi= 
nall and ſcandalous finnes ; heres tree grace, when the Lord pare: 
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6 The Saint griefe, ond the Worlds joy. 
| 8, God luffers his owne people to fall into finne, to keep others 
from deſperation ; this 1s one reaſon why God did ſuffer David, Sa» 
lomon, Peter, and the reſt of the Saints to fall into finne 1n former 
times, to ſupport and keep men from deſperation that fall into finne 
now 1n the laſt age of the world ; when men remember that the 
Lords worthies have failen,it 1s a meanes to ſupport thetr ſpirits, and 
to perlivade them, that there may beas well mercy in ſtore tor them 
that fin now in theſe later times. 
Fir(t, this may teach us what to doe, or hoy to carry our ſelves 
ina falne condition ; the foule 1s then rocall to mind Gods former 
dealings with it, cx its former condition hefore 1ts fall : to David, I 
remembred thy mercies of old, ſaith he, avd was comforted; the foule is- + _ 
then tocall romind .its former union and communion ith God, 
and there to revive and comfort it ſelfe ; ſaying, I was once in the 
Fathers love, why ſhould I now queſtion 1t ? once I hhad communi- 
on with God, why ſhouid I be. atraid, or{deſpaire of mercy ? This 
were to adde {inunto fin; I will theretore rely and reit npon the 
Lord; yea though the Devill atrt1ght, wrath amaze, conſcience ac. 
cuſe, and man condemne, yet xv1ll I rrult intheLord, and ſtay my. 
Telke npon-my God, accoxdang to that ſaying in 1/a. 50. v. 1a, © 


O 


Secondly, ir may teach the beſt of men watcufulneſſe over their 
owne hear: s andwayes, being that ſuch {ad events follow fin ; God : 
1s diſhonoured, the Goſpel ſcandalized, the Saints grieved : befides 
he. that fals loſes communton with hrs God ; 1t procures the appre- 
henfion of wrath, and the guilt of fin upon Ins conſctence., betides | 
many other inconveniences, as ſhame, forroyy, and oriefe all tis. 
dayes ; therefore I fay labour to be acquainted with thine owne 
heart;and to be 1yatchfull over thine owne wayes, that thou falleſt 
not through the deceitfulnefſe of ſin eo ob = 

Thirdly, It may be for caution unto men; hoyy . they cenſure .and 
condemne thoſe that they fee fall into fin; judging them to. be. Hy... 
pocrites, and menthat are out of the favour of God; when we fee 
chat the beſt ofmen are ſubje& rofall; thusthey condemne the ve. - 

neration of thejult, as Salomon, David, Peter, and eAbraham, who 
was the friend of God, yxth many other of the faithfull ſervants of 
God : it is evident that thelemenwere never either acquainted with 

their owne hearts,-or with the Scripturez where they might not on-. - 

ly kee that it is poſſible for thebeft. of men-to- fall into ſin,” but a 
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The $4its eriefe, and the Worlds joy: 
their owne duty hoy they ought to carry themlelves to them that 
are fallen, Gal. 6.v.1. If any man be over-taken in any fawlt,you'that are 
ſpirituall, reſtore ſuch a one ; he doth hot ſay condemne inch a one, 
cenſure him, ſlander him, no he mult be reftored;and rhen the man- 
ner how ; thar is with the ſpirit of meeknefle, not with the ſpirit of. 


rxeviling, terrifying the terrified, nor rronbiing the troubled. And 


then there is the reaſorfwhy ; Becauſe, faith the Apoſtle, thou art 


ſabje&tunto the ſame finnes thy ſelfe, conſidering thy leite, leſt tnoy 


ao be tempted, or fall into finne. And fo the Apoltle, Ler hins 
rhat ſtanketh take heed left he fall ; AnJavcaine , Be not bigh mindcd, 
but feare, otheriviie the neglect of duty, and the want of watcitul- 
neſle \yiil be the cauſe of thy fall, and fo of thy focrow and ſhame; 
chis is the third inference, Es | | fo 

Fourthly, from hence we may ſee the filth of our natures: beſides 
experience, ſee reſtimonies of Scripture to this purpoſe : Firſt , ſee 
David, In finne, faith he, was I c mceived, and in iniquity did my mother 
bring me forth; ſee, here vas fin inthe very cradle, nay before the 
cradle z In ſfinne, faith he, was 1 conceived; Nay, Paul, agood man, 
an Apoſtle; Oh wretched man, {aith he, that I am, who ſpall deliver me 


from the body of this death? And Salomon, I was almoſt in all evill; this 


ſhewethunito us, I fay,the filth of our natures ; what hathman*then 


to be proud of without it be of fin? Fooliſh man, looke not fo high; 


why art thou proud tooliſh man? what, proud of earth, nay. of tintnll 
earth ? oh vaine man, be aſhamed of thy fin, and humble thy ſelfe 
before the Lord ; vaineman, thou art earth,andto earth thou mult 
returne ; death will deyoure thee, and the grave will deſtroy thee ; 


_ vhthe vanity and finfulnes of mans nature ! Ina word, the beſt of 


men are vanity, and the wifeſt of men. 1s a lie, labour: therefore to 
ſee the filth and finfulneſſe of thy nature: this is the fourth ule. . 
Fifthly, it may teach us to pity thoſe that we ſee wallowing, or 
going on inany courſe of fin,as when we ſee drunkards drunk , or 
{\yearcrs liyveare; or men goiny on 1nany courſe of fin whatſoever, 


£iicn to reprove.then to admonitſh:& to pity;knowiny that taeir way 


is hell-ward; death-ward,and damnation-ward;andthat tiere is the 
ſame fins :i1n curnatures that they commit or ial into. I ſay therfore 
pity them,and pray for them. Butwhere thereiis any wicked grace- 
lefſe man, or woman, that is incorrigible, going on-in any.courſe of 
ſin whatſoever; letthem know-hat the A God of heayen will 
St bf | 1 meCeeeCc 


8 The Saints griefe, #nd the Worlds joy. 
meet (yiththem at one timc or other, and without. repentance take 
vengeance on them z And theretore fwearers, ſweare no more, nor 
let the drunkard be drunk any more, nor the lyar, lie any more; I 
ſay, doe not think to go on In any courſe of finne. and ſay, God tor- 
give thee, or God be mercituliunto thee ; no no, this will not ſerve 
the turne, if the word of God be true : therefore looke 11 that 
dreadfull place in Dew. 29. v. 19 29. they*are the words of the 
vreat God, who is the Judge of all ren; ray, wi102s truta 17 {cite 5 
Andhe faith, if any man go on 1n :1:nne , add;zg d-unkeowne ſſe wwe 
ro thirſt ; his meaning 1s, committing one znne after another, let 
the (innes be what they will, thougn never fo ſma:1l, yet 1f 1t be per- 
fted in, it will damne thy ſoule as well as tize greateſt ; If it he but 
that finne of lying, which many men make nothing of, they are fo 
naturally addicted, and enclined to it ; But let me tell thee, that 
that very ſin is enough to damne thy foule tor ever ; for this confi- 
der two places, eAtts 5 v6.5. where Anzavies and Sapbira his wite 
were both ſtricken downe dead for lying; And againe, thou that 
art a lyer,looke into that place in Revelatzon 21. and the laſt verſe, 
yvhere thou maielt ſee that no lyar ſhalt be faved;. and therefore doe 
not lye,and {yeareand be drunke, and flatter thy felfe, and ſay thou 
haſt a part in Chriſt, or ſhalt be ſaved; for all this, I reli thee, and 
not I, but the Lord, that his wrath and jeaioulie ſhall ſmoake againſt 
thee, andallthe curſes of God ſhall light upon thee. and he will bior 
thy name from under heaven, according to tiiat piace aiicadyed in 
Denateroncmy 29. And therefore lyar, looke to ti1y ſeite in time, and . 
doe not ſay thou ſhalr doe as weilas others; for the heſt and holieſt 
of menſinaswellas thee ; doe they ſo doe they {:nas we:las thee? 
But tell me, doe they love their fin as well as thou ? no, no, they 
mourne forſin, but thou takeſt pleaſure in fin; they forſake fin, but 
thou continuelt in ſin, and rejoyceitin doing evill; and therefore 
I fay,pleaſenot thy ſelfe with ſhadowes and tancies to deſtroy thine 
owne ſoule : thus mueh for the fifti: ute. | Z 
- Sixthly, is.1t ſo that the beſt men may and doe fall into all ſorts 
and kinds of fins, then-this may teachus to admire tree grace, - and 
Gods undeſeryet love ; and that uponthis ground, becauſe no fin 
whatſoever can divideor ſeparate God from the ſoule . that union 
which 1s betweene God andthe ſoule, cannot I fay. be broken.. And 
fox this purpoſe confider that. ſaying, in Eſay 544% 9,. Os Where We 
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The $aints Griefe, and the Worlds Toys 9 
have the oath of God for it; for ſaith he, As I bave [worne that the 
waters ef Noah ſhall no more go over the earth, ſo have I ſworn that 1 
will not be wroth with thee, nenthe» ſhall the Covenant of peace be Yeu: - 
ved from thee, ſaith the Lord; And good reaſon there 1s for it : Firſt, 
becauſe Gods love is a free love, and therefore the Lord faith, 7 will 
heale their back-ſlidings, and love thens freely; And as there was no- 
ching at the firſt to move God to loye us, fo there 1s nothing thar 
can hinder his love ; and therefore it is called great love: ſo 1n the 
ſecond of the Epheſians and the fourth verle. As the love of God 1s 


a free love, and a great Jove, ſo it 1sa continuing and an abiding 


love : heisa God that changes not, EMah. 3. v. 6. God 1s not mu- 


table in his love, he doth not love to day, and hate to morroyy , as 


man doth : Love isa paſſion in man, yea inthe beſt of men, but ir. 
is not loin God, £/ay 27. ve 4+» e Anger Us not in w:, ſaith the Lord: God 
at the fir{t nzade all things good, - and 1o the objects of his love ; 
manthat was then the object of the Fathers love, 1s now the object 
his love, and ſhall remaine lo ; for whom he onee loves, he loves tothe 
end, even forever unto alleternity ; Oh the heighth, and breadrh, 
and the length of this iove, that notning can hinder, no not finne it. 


| ſelfe ! See { ant.2. v. 10. there the Church 1s called Chriſts belcved, 


and his faire one, notwithitanding her ſinnes, andher defects : Salc- 
mon, a great {inner , and yet beloved ot his God : David, amur- 
therer, and an adulterer, and yet a man atter Gods oyne heart : here 
is rich love, here I fay is free grace indeed, God doth not onely love 


the manthat hath ſinned. but the man {inning : Men and Angels 


wonderand admireat this love, and be admoniſhed to heare of this 
fo free grace, which may engage both mien and Angels to praiſe, 
laud and honor God for ever,to whom be praiſe in all the Churches 
of Chriſt... Amen. 

Andaas it is pollible for the beſt of men to fall into all forts and 
kindsof fins, ſo itis poilible for them to bring themſelves into great 
crouble and atflicion ,, and yet to expect help and deliveranice 


fro GET EM ; this I thought good to premile, becante 
ot that voyce that nov rings inmy eares ; ſaying, if Thad ſutfered 


for a good cauſe, then I might looke for deliverance, bur. not 'noy, 
being that T have brought my ſelte into troubles : it is true, troubles 
arg.of tiyo ſorts, they are either ſuch as ies upon men, or - 
Ros HANAN IO 3 for the troubles that :Gad | 

| . | laies Y 
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laies upon men, they are either inward or outyard; theſe I ſhall 


onely touch, and come unto thoſe troubles that men through weak 
neſle, or indiſccetion, bringupon them/elves ; they are alfo of two 
forts, for the inyard troubles that God layes upon men, they are 
ſach as theſe : firſt, che guilt of fin upon the conſcience : {eccndly, 
the apprehenſion of wrath , and divine vengeance due unto man 
for rhe ſame, with the rrcuble of heart and dilquietnefſe of {f1rit, 
and the like. Againe, for the troubles that God laies upon the bo- 
dies of men, they are many and great, ſee this in good Feb, who 
1-{t all his ſubſtance, with his ſonnes and daughters, in one day; be- 
ſides the many tortures inflitedupon his owne body , for yyhuch he 
faith, the Loyd giveth, and the Lord taketh away, bl:fſed be the name of 
the Lord; Pauland Silas were allo imprifoned, As 16. v. 25:where 
they rejoyced and fiing Plalmes ; Petey allo inprilon, e-Afls 12, 9.4. 
Heb. 11. andthe latter end : See the many and different troubles 
that the Saints underyent : and yet withall ſee the teſtimony of 
the holy Ghoſt concerning them ; The troubles that they under. 


went were not for fin, as ſome doe vainely imagine, no, they yere 


tor other ends, as tor the triall of their graces, 1 Pee, 1.9.7. the in- 


creaſe of patience, Rom. 5 v.4.and that they might be partakers of 
-his holineſſe, Heb. 12. v. 10. Theſe atfiictions the Saints way re. 


joyce in, and expect deliverance from, but for the affliftions rar 
men bring upon themſelves, the world ſaith rhere js no expeRing 
of deliverance, and the Saints ſay that none of the godly did ever 
thus fall ; but for the world Iregardnor,and for the Saints.I would 
have them better informed and know, that ſucha condition is nei- 
ther help'eſſe, nor remedueſſe z but the promiſe of -God may as 
vell belong to ſuch a one, for deliverance, as unto them , although 
they have brought troubles upon themſelves ; and therefore let us 
conſider Gods promiſes, whether they be free or conditional: And 
firſt ſee that 1n P/almr'50. v.15. Call upon me in the day of trouble 
avd 1 will deliver thee, he doth not fay, if IT have laid trouble npon 
thee, or if thou haſt brought thy ſelfe into trouble, no, the-promitle 
is freeto all the faithfull, however they came in' trouble: Againe, 
 Pſalme'34.v. 9. Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord 
' will deliver them ozit of all y yet further, Ter. 33.v, 3» (all upon' me 
-wnd I will- anſwer thee , and ſtew thee great and mighty things which 
- thoy knoweſi not z thus thou ſeelt that the'promiſes. of Godare free 
24K | to 
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to his people for deliverance, how ever that they came in treuble : 
Aoaine, let us conſider the praiſe of the beltof men, and we thall 
ſee, as they have brought themſelves into trouble, in that very con- - 
dition they did not onely expect deliverance, but accordingly vere 
delivered. See this firlt in Sampſon, {nudg. 16. ve 21. WACre he was 11 
greataffliction, and he brought himſelte intoit, verſe x5. and yer 
he ivas delivered, verſe 28 29 3o. although 1t was by death, yet 
it vas according unto his owne defire : that his troubles were great, 
it is appacent : firſt, hewas deprived of his ſtrength, then delivered 
into the hands of his enemies, even thoſe that ſought his lite; where 
he was tortured and tormented, and deprived of both his eyes, and 
then ſent, where he did labour and grind in a mill, where he was 
for a [ng leafon, and afteriyard he was made the Philiſims foole, 
where he ended his-dayes-: but obſerve, he brought himlelfe into 
chis miſery, by yeeldiny unto the requeſt of deceitfull Delilah. 
From whence take notice, how dangerous a thing 1t 1s to impart a= 
ny ſecret unto a deceitfull woman, or how eaſie a thing 1t 1s for a. 
deceittull woman to overcome a man, although it be to the hazard 
of his owne life. Bur that it is poſſible for good men ro bring 
themſelyes into trouble, ſee it further in David, a man after Gods - 
owne heart, who ſinned againſt God in numbring. of his people, 
1 Chroz, 21. v.1. where he brought himfelfe into great miſery, 
and then cals upon his God, verſe 26.and he was delivered yerſe 27. 
Yer further, ſee that remarkable: paſſage concerning Joxab , who 
was commanded of God, to goto Nizzveh, but he takes Ship, to 
goto T ar(us,contrary unto Gods command ; now God raiſed a 
oreat tempelt in.the Sea; where the Mariners teoke Tonghb , and 
threiv him into the water, wherethe was ready to periſh , then he. 
was devoured by a Fiſh : Theſetroubles were very great, and yer 
he. brought himſelfe into them gz he was ſo neare perithing, thar he 
vere almoſt ſtrangled with the weeds that were wrapped ahout his 
head, chap. 2, verſe 5; then he looked for deliverance in the Sea, 
and-cried ont of the belly of hell , verſe 2; and he was :delivered 
verſe 6.: And after his deliverance, as 1s the duty of all men, he 


but the Lad payed his vowes, and returned thanks, ſaying, deliverance 2 of the 
ſ Cal anon: Lora, verſe 9.” See yet further, in P/alme 106. 107. where the 
y chings whid Church brought themſelves into great miſery and diftreſſe, even. 
"Godarefs# © attlitipns and icons, and then they cryeduntothe Loxd, of | 


[0 
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: he delivered them out of their dutreſſe ; he remembred for them 
his Covenant, and repented according to the multirude of his mer. 
cy; though man fin and breake Covenant with God, yet he is fairh- 
full and wiil not breake Covenant with man ; though man fin, God 
ſpares; though man commit 1niquity, God forgives z and therefore 
he faith, Let the wicked forſake his wayes, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and turne unto the Lord,. for he will kave w.rcy upon bum, 
ard to our God, for he will aburdantly pardon : And he 1aith further, 
As the heavens are higher thin the earth, ſo are my w:3es higher they 
your wayes, ſaith the Ford Iſa. 95+v.8 9. As men may bring out- 
ward troubles upon their bodies, fo they may bring inward troubles 
vpon their ſoules ; there 1s no inward ſouie trouble , bur the ſoule 

way bring that trouble upon it ſelfe ; nay and doth, it is the com- 
' Plaint of David in #:alme 88. v. 3. My 1ouc. faith he, 15full. of 
croub:e; and indeed the ſcuie may thanis ut ſeite tor rhem, forir is not 
the will of God that ri.ou ſhouideſt be rroubied and rormented in 
thy ſelfe z and theretnce he faith, try poace 7 heave with 164 John 
14-v. 27. It is the picaſureoi Jeſus Chriſt, that thy ſeuie ſhould 
be filled with comfort, and tiererore iet me rell rhee that the want 
of comfort is from thy ſelfe: Navid. a man after Gods one 
heart, and one to whom comfort did belong ; and yethe faith, Ay 


b, 


ſoule refuſed comfort, Pſalm: 77«v. 2» Coniiderwhat thy ſou'e may 
enjoy whi'eſt thou art here ablent from the Lord, thou maiett have 


communion with thy God inthe afſurance of his love; thou maieſt 
have the ſpirit of God diveiiing and abiding in thee, thou maieſt 
know thy ſelfe tobe ina bleſſed condition, having thy fins pardoned, 
and the guilt taken off of thy ſoule : The knowang of theſe things 
in the enjoyment of them, will adminiſter much peace, and cauſe 
of rejoycing to thy ſoule ; and happy art thou in the enjoyment of 
them; yet all this thou mateſt deprive thy ſelfe of, and procure 


the apprehenſion of wrath to the rerrour and amazement of thy | 


ſoule ; Thus thou mateſt bring inward troubles upon thy fpirir, 
as well as outward upon thy body ; yer forall this, thou maieſt ſtay 
thy ſelfe upon thy God, and ſeeke to him for deliverance : Let us in 
the next place ſee the forerunners of mans fin, and ſo of his trouble 
and miſery, we ſhall onely take notice of theſe two things : Firſt, 
thepride of heart: Secondly, the {lighting of xeproofes ; thattheſe 
to are the forerunners of ſorrow and miſery, it is cleare in Scrip- 
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ente, beſides experience ; Firſt, for pride of heart, ſee Prov, 16+ 


2.5. Every one that is proud in heart, is an abomination nnto the 


Lord; Thongh hand joyne hand, he ſhall net go unpnuiſhed. Againe,; 


verſe 18. Pride goes before deftrnion, and a LL before a fall: 
Oh thereforeTake heed of pride, for it will decetve thee ; 'it may 
promiſe faire, bur beleeve ir nor, it may pleaſe thy fancy, and 
putfe thee up above others, but it will be to thy fall, andthere- 
fore ler it be thy wiſdome to avoid pride ;- looke upon 1t as be- 
ing molt contrary ro the nature of God; and therefore the Apo- 
ite faith , that God rejecteth theproud, James 4+ ve 6. and yood 


reaſon that it ſhould be ſo, Habaks 2. v4. the heart thar is lifted 


up cannot be upright, and therefore it is called a back-flidinghearr, 
Prov. 14% 14. Looke to thy wayes, and labony to be acquainted 
with thine owve heart, otherviſe, as flreas God is in Heaven, he will 


lay his heavie hand upon thee, at one time or-other, nay and upon 


' 


thy family too : Prov. 15. 25. The Lord will deſtroy the houſe of 


ne.; and forthis, beleeve 
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rather then filver, and repreofes rather then fine gold; and” being 
welſce that the beſt of men are ſubject not onely to finne , bur 
alſo to all ſorts and kinds of ſuffering; my advice 1s, thar thou 
wouldelt take heed thou condemneſt the generation -of the juſt, 
and that thou ouldeſ(t be warchfull over thine owne heart and- 
wayes, that thou bring not thy lelfe intc trouble and miſery ; And' 
ſo I concinde this ith that ſaying of the holy Gholit, Bleſſed # 
the manthat feares alwayes. Let us In the. next place ſee mans.du- 
ty, from that in. Luke 13+ v. 24. Strive 20 enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
fer I ſay unto you, many will ſeeke to enter in, but ſhall nt bs 
«ble : Our bleſfled Saviour, the great Shepheard of his- Sheep, 
when he was inthe ſtate of humiliation here below, he was con- 
rinuaily exerciſed inthe worke of the Lord z and theretore hee 
ctels his Diſciples, that. he had mrate to cate that they knew not 
ef, Tohng.. v.32. Now inthe 34. verle he tels us hat that: mear 
was, namely , to doe the will of hins that. ſent hins + our bleſſed” 
Saviour being inthis worke, oreating of this meate, there came 
2 young man unto him. and propoundeth this-queſiion; Lo-d, 
faith he, «« there few that ſhall be ſaved? 1o in verſe 23, the 
verſe before this-text, which occatoned rheſe words; now it is: 
to be nored, that our Saviour doth not directly anſfiver his queſt:- 
on, bur ſtops his mouth, by exhorting him to a duty 3 and the ſenſe 
runnes thus : Thou askelt me if there be feiy-that ſhall be faved : 
But I tell thee, it is thy duty to ſeeke after Heaven, for many 
ſhall ſerke to enter, but ſhall not be-ables Inthe words, we have 
ficſt an exhortation , ſtrive to enter in at the flrait gate ; ſecondly, 
there is a xealon, ora ground toentorce the exhortation ; Afany 
ſoall ſeeks to enter in, but ſhall not be abl: : thirdly , here is the 
Author of theſe yyords; or the perlorexhorting, and that is Jeſus 
Chriſt ; I ſay gnto your the words will afford us theſe three con- 
cantions, Firlt, that the way to Heaven 1s-a.vay of difficulties : 
Secondly, thatit is the duty of all menand women in the world, 

- earneſtly to labour and firive for the ſaving of their ſoules : Third- 
ly. that there are many that feeke after Heayen, .and the falyation 
of their foylesy which ſhall never attaine unto it; Many ſrall 
ſeeks to: enter 4n, bat. ſhall ust be ble: Forthe firſt of theſe, thar 
the.way to Heayen; isa way of difficulties, ir will appeare if we 
contiderthoſe:particulars:Firl, it' we confider che, qualifications 
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that weareto be qualified with, we are to be qualified \vith' holi- 


nefſe, Hebrewes 12, *« I4, Without h:lineſſe #o man ſtil! ſee the 
I.ord. Alax,hoiv few is there ih the world whoſe foules are thus 
adorned, orqualified ! Alas,it 1s not 1n the power of any created, 


| heing thus to adorhe, of qualifie himſelfe. Secondly, thou nailt 


be qualified with meekneſle and poverty of ſpirit; a qualification 
very rare, and hard!y to be found among the tones of men. A- 
gaine, thou mult be quaithed ith humility and ſelfe-deniall ;* but 
a/as, where are tiele men tobe tound? Goeto the wicked ofthe 
world and they know not what theſe things meane, nay g0e to. the 
belt of men, and where wilt thou finde a humble ſelke-denying 
man? here we may take up the complaint of the Plalme, P/al. x2. 
verſe n. Help: Lord, for thrre 1 nit a godly man left; fo way we 
ay. helpe Lord. for there 15 not a lumble ſelfe-Jdenyins man to 
be found ; and therefo e I ay , ſee that cheway co Heavens a 
way of dilficuities : Secondly, 1t will appeare that the way to 
Heaven is 2 way of difhcalttes g if weconfider the (cverall duties 
thar we areto performe ; I ſhall onely touch upon two, or three, 


Firſt, wee are commanded, to doe wnto all mew as we wonld they 
ſhould doe wnto ws, Matths 7, verſe 12, Lookeuponthe actions of 
men, and whereis this man to be found? Apgaine, we are cormman- 
ded toloveour enemiesas our ſelves, to blefſe thoſe that curſe us, 
and to pray for them that d» iy i ule as, Afatth. 5. ve 4.4. 


Againe, we are commanded to forgive thoſe that have or doerrel... 
paſſe againſt us, and wrong us either 1h out names or eſtates, 
Matth. 6. verſe 15. Butalas, where is the matupon earth that is 
of this frame of ſpirit? certainly he is very hardly tobe found : 
Were the young man nojy upon earth, who propounded' that 
queſtion to our Saviour, Lord, i there few that ſhall be (aved? 
and thould propound this 1n E»glend, 'our Saviour would arifiver' 
and fay, there is fey that: ſhall be faved indeed, for there is hard< 
ly either manor yoman to be found thus qualified , or perform. 
ing thoſe duties which he is commanded, and therefore i& thar 
che way to Heaven is a way of diſficulries. Thirdly, it will appeare 
that the way to Heaven 1s a way of dithculties, if we confider the 
many troubtes and afflitions that we are ſubje& unto ; ir hath 
beene the portion of the faithtull mn a ages,, and it js that which 

- 2 the 
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the Saints muſt looke to undergo; And therefore the Apoſtle 
faith, eAll that wil live godly in Chriſt Teſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecuti- 
on, 2 Tim.3.v.13. Againe, eAs 14.v.,22. There the Apoſtle faith 
expreſſely, Through many tribulations, we ſhell enter imo the king- 
dome of Heaven. . Againe, the Apoltle Petey tels us, the righteors. 
ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, in regard of the many troubles they axe to- 
undergoe , 1 Peter 4. verſe 18. where we may ſee that. the .yay to 
Heaven is a. way of diſhculties. Fourthly, 1t will turther appeare. 
that the way to Heaven is a way of difficulties if thou takeſt 
notice .of thine owne experience, hoyy hard a thing 1t 1s to enjoy 
God, or to have communton.ivith him ;_now if it. be ſo hard and 
difficu!t a thing to..enjoy God here, or.to havea.taſte.of his-pre-. 
ſence z conſider then how hard and diificuit a thing it is-to attaine 
or get to that place where God tis to be enjoyed tor ever. Thus. 
you ſee that the way to Heaven 1s a way of ditficulties, and there-. 
fore it informes-us, that 1t 18 nct ſo cafie a thing to goe to Heaven, 
as men generally thinke for ; the molt men and women in the 
world, becauſe they ipray, and becauſe they goe to Church, and. 
performe ſome other duties, they thinke they are ſure. of Heaven; 
when alas it is no ſuch matter, itis not fo eaſie a thing, no, it. 
will colt thee thy greateſt paines and labour all thy dayes. . Now 
' ve come to: the ſecond oblſeryation which is. this, that 1t is the dn« 
ty of allmen and womento labour and ftrive for the falvation of 
their ſoules, this will appeare 1f ve confider theſe places of 
Scripture. . Firſt, rhe words. of the text, Strive to enter in at the 
ftraite gate ; Avaine, the words of the Apoſtle, lake your cal- 
lng andelettion (ure, and make an end of your owne falvation 
with feare and trembling : Ayaine, $Sorunne that you may obtaine:. 
- thus thon.ſeeſt thou art commanded of, God, of Fefus Chriſt,and 
6f his Apoſtles, to labour. and five. for the talvation of thy 
/qule ; beſides, if there were no command, .Heaven is worth the. 
ſabouring for, and ſeeking after ; and therefore it reproves all 
ſlothfull and neglizent men and women that are careleſfle of Hea- 
ven, and of the ſaving of their ſoutes, as though Heaven and hap- 


« # 


imneſfe were not, worth the looking after ; Ler ſuch therefore 
ow that their ſlighting of Heaven is a certaine figne thar they 
ſhall neyer come. in Heaven, But to come unto -the. third and 
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laſt coneluſion, which is this, that there are many men and Women 
in theworld, who ſeeke after Heaven and the {alvation of their 
{oules; who ſhall never attaine unto it; ſo {aith the text, Hazy ſoall 
ſceke to enter in, but ſhall not be able. 

Now we come unto {ome reaſons, or-grounds why many men 
ſeeke aftex Heaven, and the Alvation of their ſoules, and ſhall. 
not attaine unto It ; There are eiyht ſorts of men, who 1 may 
be {aid to be ſeekers of Heaven , who ſhall never enter into : 
Heaven. 

The firſt .is, ignorant ſeekers; an ignorant man may ſceke 
Heaven all his dayes, and yet periſh in the end; and therefore-' 


- Salomon (aith, withowt knowledge the heart cannot be good, andan Wo 


- expreſſely, 
' 1n the Fe of the (ormkians the 15. chapter and- the 50. verſe. | 
' Andour Saviour faith, . that Publicans aud Harlots 


norant man 1s one of them that the Lord threatens. to come 1n-: 
flaming fire againſt : 2 Theſ. l.v.5, 

Secondly, profane. men, Who wlll pretend to' be. ſeckers. of 
Heaven, ahd to-be as-2ood as the beſt, thoſe mer-(ſhall never come 
1N Heavi en ; no, the Lord will come 1n tamins fire avainſt them,as-- 


welas the 1 gnorant, and therfore {ee that forenamed Place in 2-7 beſ.. 


' I. DV. 8 


The.third fort are choſe that will and doe mixe cher antiodo.. | 
ings \vith the merits and rizhteo EChrift, as the Papilts,- 
and Pop1h Proteſfors doe, who would-make their prayers and 
their perfermances their Saviour ; this: is a ſundamenrall ertour * 
chat will deceive all thatdoe thereon rely , Chrift will bea yhole ; 


| Say1our, or none, and therefore-deceive not-thy ſelfe unto thine - 


oWNne deſtruction ; this'is the third fort of men that- milcarcy in - 
their way to Heaven. 

Fourthly, thereis another fort , and they are ſuch as generally 
arecalled civill honeſt men, whoare ſquare in their. dealings, WA » 
pay every man his owne, e. ſo. that none. can ſay blacke- is his eves-: 
and for all this there is but meere nature : And-the Apoltle faith 
fleſh and bloud cannot inherit the Kingdome of Heaven, 


ſhall enter unto - 


'' Heaven before them : Theſe are prond -ſelfe-conceited men, who | 


I are rightequs i 1n theic -owne eyes, and Waom:' C heiſt came not to. 


* call, 


* 


Fifthly, 
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Eifthly, yet there is another fort that gocs further, ard thar is 
thecarnal! Golpeller ; this man will not. onely be ſquate in his 
dealing, but he will go further, he will go to Church, pray-in his 
family , and performe many .other duties z nay, you. ſhall have 
this man in ſolemne daties, and dayes of humiliation, both pub- 
like 'and private, and yet but meere nature : this is one of . 
yeur faith and troth Chrittians, who will fell their faithand rrorth | 
for a patſien, or ſome other baſe luſt ; thefe are alſo fa'ſe ſeekers of 
Heaven. | FE 

- Sixthly, there ts allo another fort, and they are your ſlothfull 
Profeſſors, tholeare alſo ſeekers of Heaven, thoſe will be deawne 
to Charch, and it may be, to pertorme ſome dury ; -it may be theſe 
will pray, but itwill be incheic bed, or when they areywaſhing, 
or making themſelves ready : theſe arethey that Selowosn ſpeakes 
of inthe tir{t of the Proverbs the 32. verſe. Eaſe, faith he, ſlaies 
the feoliſh, theſe are eafie, lafie Profeſſors, that are indiferent 
how things goe, fo that they may have pleaſure, eaſe, profperity, 
andche like ; whether we have a Gofpel or no Goſpel, it.is all one 
tothemsz whethera Chriſt, King of his Chnrch or no Chriſt, 
they care not, it isan indifferent thing to them, theſe are another 
ſorr of ſeekers that Heaven is ſhut againſt. 

* Seventhly, againe, there 1s yet another ſort, and they will goe 
farre in Profeſſion, whoare alſo glorious in ſhe, and chele I call 
ſinne-regardins ſeekers, men That are eminent in ſheiy, and in 
theperformance of duties , yetthere 1s ſome [uſt , or ſome ſecret 


. boſomefin which theycheriſh, or take pleaſure in, which isenough 
ro damne their ſoules for ever. 


i. 


Eighthly, 3gaine, in theTaſtplace, ler us ſe the leader, or the 
Captaine of all theſefalſe ſeekers, andrhat is the Hypocrite, who 
15 as cunning as heis deceitfull ;* he isacompanion for all forts of 
men, both for the good andthe bad; if thon vgoelT ro Church, he 
will goe with thee yz if thou wilt faſt and pray, he will doe fo LOO; 
if thou wilt vifit thoſe thar are in diftrefſe, he will. viſit yith 
thee z if thou weepe, he will weep, and happily,” if _thon tejoyce, 
he will xejoycetooz as he is tpning, fo hes deceirfull, for he 

_ diſſembles 1m what he doth, yer heis {o canning that he hides ir 
from thine EySs. . 
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and that Lerus therefore ſee how ir an typocrne way goe, and then We 
are in j hall endeavour to unmasKe him , that ſo he may appeare as NC 1S. 
dray-in bg An hypocrite may goe-very }ar, as we ſhall inſtance 11 ſome par- 
ſhall hy F1culars: Firft, he hath tus: 00d defire 3 10 Balaam, Nrmt, 32. 
| both py. O# char I might die the death of the righteom, and that my laſt ena-might 
$ 1s one 4 be like unto his). And ſo Simon Magus, eAtts 3, verſe 24+ Pray you 
hand trgy #70 the Lord for me, Thus thou ſceſt an hypocrite may have his 
e ſeekergjy 829d delires ; nay fucther , he may not onely have his good de- 
0%  hres, but hemay performe many good and weighty duties : Firſt, 

ar fothty be may fa(t and pray, fo I/afah 5s. nay,tie may  forakem ke many fins 
[ be dey Yb and heare Sermons-wvith delight, fo did H:rod, Aarke 6.wer/.20, 


—_— 


At —_—_— 


ay be rhe: He may be apreacherof the Goſpell, {o was Haas; YEA further, 
rewaſkins | an hypocrite may have a talte of glory, andof thepowers of the 
= ſeals life ro come, Heb,6: verſeqs nay, hemay g0e, tO the very gates of 
1 he ſl Heaven, To did the five fooliſh Virgins, Marrh.25+ Ihusthou icelt 

Yr ey anTypoccite may have his:gooddefires, and goe very tar inthe 

Maran yerformance ofduty,and in the enjoyment of many fingu-ar privi- 
J rofperit, iedoes ; and therefore to unma cke the hypocrite, Tet us 1ec wherein 
ICs allot. 11/6 child of God and the hypocrite differ: Ficlt,in defire. Secondly, 


no Clint; the performance of duty. . Andthirdiy, in theepjoyingot a dr. . 


e anotlt? \;ne influence. . os "FER 
EY Ficit, tordeſire , the hypocrite may haye as:good defires:as the 
will Eh de o be ha ſowvithout quelt! 
9M Hheſtof men; ashe may defire to_be happy , ſo.without queſtion 


theſe I.al may defire tobe holy; not becaule he hath: to -hotnefle, 


ce 


2, and ht becauſche ſees a neceſſity of holinefliero make hum happy, and: 
Mc ſets” + free him from divine vengeance : Nov the child of God defires - 
isenouf! holineſſe for ir-ſelfe, and for that amiableneſle thar 1s therein; he - 
 *.. - deth Not with the hypocrite defireholinefſe onely to be happy, but 
ſer, or ti chat he may be as well holy ashappy.. Andherein thechild of God - 
Xcrite, Wii and the hypocrite <iffer in their defires» - Let ugin the next p/ace.: 
i {ee wherein they ditfer 19 the performance of the. duty of prayer, 
or inthe reforming of eyill : Firſt for prayer ; an hypocrite may 
exceed the child of God tothe ſenſe or view of others : they hoth, 
| 1fy  maybaveallance from God, they may poure our their | 
foules before ham 3 now both hel lted:by Cadazthe. perfors 
mance of duty, how ſhall we unmaske the hypocrite, ' awd dittin- 
guiſh the-one-from the orber ?;, The hypoceite having beenaf] ed: 
6 pe and . 


* 
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aud riſing up from duty , as he lookes for praiſe and admiration -. 
from athers , lo he_1$ lifted up with pride and high thoughts- of 
hunſelfe, being hardned , and made more-obdurate then betore. 
Now on the contrary, the child of God, having een aſlitted , and 
riſing up from thatduty , he 1s a more humble, and ſelf- denying 
man then before ; he 1s ſo far from beir neg proud , or ſelf-concei- 
red in himſelte , that he is rather ina we eping frame, abhorring 
of himſelte. It is inthis caſe, as it ivas with Iſaiah, 1{aiah 6.5, Oh, 


ſaith he, he, I abhor my (elfe in duſt and aſves, for mine eyes have ſeen the 
Lord, the Lord of Hoftr. Thus it is with a goll 


man, and herein 
he differs from the hypocrite, in in theperformance of duty. 'Let us 


inthenext place ſce wherein they differ 1n-the retorming , or lea- - 
vinzgot fin, which 1s proper rothechild of God, and which the 


hypocrite doth i imitate him in: The hypocrite leaves or forſakes 
ſin, becauſe it may procure ſhame, puniihment, and other incon- 


veniences : -now the child of God, he leaves fin ſe It 1s CON- 
rracy.tothe will ot God,and the breach of his Law ; :and herein the 
child of God and the hypocrite differ in their reformation. 


Tably. let us conver wherein they differ in reſpec of the Divine 
preſence: or influence that-the hypocrite may hayea taſte of: It is 


with the ypocrite inthis caſe, as it is with him in the duty of 


prayer; ifatanytimehe hatha eo: he 1s 
put up wi wich LT, _ made more ot »vdurate then before : and be- 
fides 1t 1s b 


F weetneſſe which doth Fo G alonein ate It, > e 
him'into 2 ns This was + El that made 1/aiab abhor 

> guſt, that 
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ſee that many 
ſhall feke Heaven: od the Talvation of "their ſoules, "bur ſhall ne- 
verartaine unto 1t : and therefore this lerves for information, firlt 


Tr OI 
thar irisn 15 not ſo eafie a matter to attaine Hedven, and the flvation 
of our ar foules, 245 the World| thinks for : no, thou mayſt ooe-to 


Churchall thy daies, pray in thy tamily, and turne from many ſins; 
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T he Suits yriefo, andthe i ovid.. fy: 
nay, thon maylt rot onely defire to die well, but: thou may allo 
ro. ro live e well, and ſo to comeunto-the yEry. | ZALe of. Heaven, 
and yer- periſh” it inthe end.” Oh conſidev ths, all youthat:forger 
Heaven,and the'falvation of yourſbules 3 por thy, nog of you 
char' gocon ina courle of ſiane;; the fivearere in tis fivearing ; 65 
though he would teare the great and dreadful: God our ofHeaven; - 
or the drunkard in his drunkennefle, theadultererin his adultery, 
or.the lier in his 5 lying, , or what fin ſoever , though never lo final, 
X continued in, will damnetheToule for ever. If many ſhall ſeoke 


roienter ih, and fh all not beab ble, what will ll become obdium c| that 


X-NCVEr ſeekes after Heaven? 


Secondly,it informes us of that © finall rumber that ſhall be faved, 
then itou tobe the wiſdome of allmento looke to: therr ſtan- 
ding, let none reſt in in formall courle”:: "no, you  thatare. Pro 
feflors of the G&lipell; reftnot_upon your profeſſion, nor upon 
your performances , cruſt {tnot_in your gifts, relie not upon your 
abilities, no, no, bririg forth your evidences for Heaven , prove 
your faves co: bein he] ith , how that Jeſs Chrilt is formed ; in 
you, for many ſhall feke ro enter inan dhall not beable. ." CEE 

D3.d-Y IS Ob /ervdt ffoxis.": FS SEE RP S; 

Foſeph knevy mot Adary till Chriſt was borne, Math. I. = - os 

But i ad ſonnes' and daughters! after Chriſt was borne, 
FMatth.13.55,50- | 

Chritt is the beloved of his father, Math3.r7. LD 

And Godis faidto bei divels Lord AOETS: > IP 

The givels confeſſe Chritt, Aerrh.3. 29, 

Peter is 3rarricd man, Mutb. 8.14. | 

The loving our enemies as our ſelves, and che overcomming 
evill with od is a certaine fi igne of mans. being i in the ſtate of 
grace, Fatih: $545» CLE 

Man muſt giveanaccount of every idtwyord Matth. I2. 36. 

Many ofthe Saints are already riſen fromche dead, Mato27.52. 

As it is a happ inefle tothe divellto be in onofa man, &@ 

it3s his rrment ro be diſpofſelt ofaman; Aferk 5:7. 
Yet the "i IO" 'of God makes the divels to crembls 
James 2. T9. . | 


Iris ; great — co bel ment 


y 


das Wwe onks aralled Ch oh. 
'. Grians 


22 Tia Sabnetity eiaſeapd.t thect/ onlaejon": 
fans ſhould be ſomiferably divide about Chrift, and his Goſpell:, 
That weare fo, it will appeare; if you take into, your conſideration 
theſe many” and different opiniens following, which ate of dange. 
rous conſequence, yea ſ@dangerous;tharat the Parhament, 8 thote; 
thathavethe:Swoed of juſtice in their hands do-nov ſuppreſle them) 
pow after their didorery; they will not onely be'guilty of many; 
fins, but of blaſphemy:117: thehigheſl nature: T ſhall cherefore firſt 
oX all ferdownthoſe op1n10N1s diftin&tly by themſelves, and thenI, 
all ptoducefome remarkable Scriptnres-agaml(t them, that fo the. 
unſoundneficof fome,and che blaiphemy of others may appeare. tO: 
che whole. world: and the opinions are as followeth : _ . | 

1. That (rift ſhall come and; raigne perſonally 03 eayth a hebfand 
Jeers. before the end fi the world. And that the fouk full who are dead Gab 
beraiſedout:of their graves to lrucard raion with bime. ., ou 
110AuTbat there ſpall be two dates of j i udgepment : : one when Cri: comes 
20. w—_ and ancther-at the endof a thenſaydyeeres. ... 

+ That in thoſe thouſand Jeers there ſhall be-neither ſaraw, or deaths 

\ 44 That oh heavens Far 109 ereropft be.di(ſ ied Paſo Griſt: come 
toralgwe. . NC CESE OH fiedlt oi 007 1939S 00 ye 

5: That he that bilioves not thoſe things br ere, i ves 120 tf th 
of CneE. OJ v9 

©.: 6. 7 bat-yoye. but FR" WET to, bi Lattel "27 zot > "of 

7. That Chriſt in his acath aid intend the ſalvation of allen that ever. 
were created. = 1.5 14390. $973; 


8, That the Fr OS of Pet grare lent the deflrine of the G opell. 

-N T bat Geddeth uot af: + for ſto £4: 

10.T hat the Lawof G eds is of n0 nſe to belizumr:. = 
- 14. That God doth oteleft manto {[alvgtion before bedo believes. 
124 That God hath not. appointed. any to deſtruttion.' . ._ 

13, T hat no man ought to pray but when the Spirit moveth him, - 

1.4: T bat a juſtified mes-0ught not to arke pardon for his fins. 
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16. That hone. _ not 20. bs. prayer - and faſting i i the daies 77 the 
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18. That the firſt day in the weekt,ought not to be + bepr for & Sabbath. 
19 That it-1s 40t lawfall to ſettle R el:gion with the Sward, 
20. T hat ever yan _ to bave TORY oF EEE '” matters of : 
Reli (0 - '7 
p « T bat if we ys not « «command out F the Goſpell for every chine 
we doe tt is will-wor ſhips | 
22. That it is not lawful to Suibp the £ criptgrer.. 
23. That the Rentifh vg ſpoken WF. in the _ bath not yet 4 
Se bypin theworld.: | 
2:4: That a ax nk C briſk Gietdfor angpiriſh.” r* 
.25, That there ought to be no ſorrow for ſin... 
26 That market and fignes prove no man to bt'in th bop of go — 
' 27, That ( briſt ux-nor- yet: come'ss the fleſh, FTE TT 
23; That: there is no raſnorettion ef the dead; ©) 1m on a 
* ace That theres venhberbelluby divetls: ir 02 1 | (4 155 ao 
30. Thatrbe ſoule is martall, and aeth with the 254M OS 
© 31. That-webave notrixe Chanchin England. et eel 
. ©:132-Dibat too bendngnns 2610,5aprY Pl) s teh; 
f {rt p36tF Da any 15/5 OATE 07 & ie Maniberr of Cn t 
Uoc?, wud thtaters and ſonl-deceiuerrs.: x 5 23G to -5, , oh fe 
34» There 1s alſo 4 Ltneyation of, 73s thet call chemſelvn _— | 
or Seeheregnd they ſay,there i $910 trme Comreh Pupes earth. 
> Ae A 1% þ an a I & 11197 0 IG org be: (\hoU © 
er;cil 4a to pre ants t3-VIeW cerrgiane Scyiptares: ICy 
rar (198 Wa:  hatiyr wehegcby SR Kethe p2iaN ndrjeſſe 
and oiathemy ofthoſeopinions. INES [LD BEDS A. 
©4413 . Nov the Spirit ipeakesevidently, T bat the 7s Loves ſame | 
feall depar tfromrhecfaith'yciand,} : G2e-beed mnto. ſpirits of erroury, 
wnddottrines-of dexuls,; and (How-thzir damuable waiet; by 
whom rhe way of trol fall; pokes _—_ Tie, 141 ,2:PAtHofe 
11] Wa ia to thoſe opintons''that I promiled.,in my -Epi- 
{tle ,\ and firſt, Whether Chriſt ſhallcomeand. raigne perſonally 
\ aponearth, before the day of Jadgement.or no 2 "This queſtion, 'T 
mutt.confeſſe; unto.me.is yery incredulous; becauſeghy $riprare 
knowes no ſuch ching, Ag 3c Verſo 29). wherethe Hely.Ghofk faich 
expreſly,; the Heavens muſt containe himunrill the reſtauration.gf 
all Ws ot ; andre Iam; that there cannor-be a reftayration of all 
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he,kez down,and riſcth not till the Heavens be no wore. If they riſe noc 
cill che heavens benomore , hoy js this opinion true, that faith, 
That all.the faithfnll muſt be raiſed up yyhen Chriſt comes to raign 
againe? In the hir{tof C ormmbiens the 15 chapter , the Apolile in 
that chapter. 13 chitfly;provang fer reſurcection', .and then: the 
nece{itz of it, and thicdly the time yyhen it ſhall be: the former 
15 G0T in Gueſtion ,. onely the Jatrer, when they ſhallriſe, whether 

athouandyeeres betatetheday of judeement:or at theday.yunto 

hich the Apoltle anfivers and faith, the dead do no&+5/e eytill theleft 
2 zy,verl. 52. Again,texl2gathey ſhall +5/e;faich the Apoliie;at Chriſt 
rona9ing. But when doth Chniſtkcomey might the objettor ay;, a 
chomiandyeecresbetforethe laſt day;orpno ?. :Unto'this the Apoltle 
alſo aifivers, :No, ſaith he; thengrgbrewdef thewordd yer 2 4. You 
ſee how contrary this akintomitymao:thetrord of God.: Biitbe- 
fides,ſee what our Saviour ſairhiy 'f wit Jendevhrworlily and gor to the 
father. He doth not ſay ; the wilkcome-againe; Jantlivewith you a 
thouſand yeeres ; noy- faith he;\jor batt fee menomure. Belides, I 
beleeve that it is not a thouſandhyeeres gatbrhexlaetutliement, 
md ye. Chis not weme:ro regnowhrtt fly baalfgnezand 
tokens, the day of Chriſts commune*rojudgemenr will-babefore 
one nals choufend of yeters be expired ; if the Jewes were called 
what (almoſt:isthete tobebrouphrro paſſe ?- Jr 15) devrging; that 
God hath almoſt powredont the vials ot his wrath-npon the throne 
of dw biqgtt,7 The Sevipruregithat:theyalledgefol thie proving of 
efteitrenets.ateitheledB/mioverl. x The Lord ſaid: pare wy Lord Sit 
thou ow my right hand, untill I wake thine eyemies wy foot-ftavir. By 
the tichy hand of Godin this place they-wouldhave icmeant, the 
Church hereop earth * DE I TEE o8Scripturs, 
whicki>theholy GioB im 63304 vherotciterident; chac 
chev&þoffoi''s fs, 2 andrjuadby Gods eighrharid, tintharplace 
5 incatt, the boſomeb? the Father in glory. "Againe,wewlllcome 
antothat plite'tharithEy moltrely'ipon; andchatis, im Reve/. 20. 
from veorfetvroiver/s 87: -doeburtrake noticeuntoyyhar a ſhift: thelg 
Hendte pits ffatitaltied tence; that therScriprure knowesinar, 
forthe pact altedged-ivh conteovenal plate which expoſitors can. 
mo agree abont;* I triy UlfEhaveſcen many ,7 all of difterent opi- 
aions and as for tHiFopintish, they'olyne br, onely one; who con- 
&mnes 1c for kn ancient liereſi > but fopthe plaecicdelfe;, Tcon- 
f, 7” I. et © 
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«< yirry ceiye itis etther a hiſtory,or a myltery -if hiſtorical, Len all hulto- 
OE. ricall,and if{o.1t Proves not rheir tener : there 15 mention maac of a 
$70 TUgh chain,and a deep pit, ſeals, ſeats, and the like ; now, waat anabſu d 
Apoltle things 1t.io imagine, that Chritt,yhen he comes,w4l bring a Cain, 
ws tet te and a key.inliis hand from heaven; I fay,what a-mdiculous conceir 
neformg , ould this be 2 te. os 
> Wagner Againe, if1t be a myſtery, it ſecves.not for their purpole neither; 
2-day: Wo, Htorby the thouſand yeeres there ſpokeniof, mult be meant ſome- 
141} thelef thing elte; bur ho.y ever, Izm-centain.theholy Gholt.ſpeaks of the 
tat Chriſt . great and la{t judgement;,in 2.12yot the fam ebay. But how ever, 
Or ay; 4. tomelt 1s probable, that the Church wasthen inperſecution; and 
e Apoſltk.” ' char che Angel ſpoken of inthe firkt verſe, was ſome meſienger, or 
24-.cYou deliverer;that God rajjed np to deliver:hisChurch - and by Satan, 
that: yyas.to bebound,; 1smeane vic kedandiunyodly.men, W109 Are 
theinftramentsof Satan; and by the thayfhd years; ſome time of 
peace that the:Ghurch nad, after her.deliverance ; | a certain, pur for 
altuncertain;as s1nother places of Scripture:thus much I thought 
oo9d-tp. ſpeak concerning thisparticalar, humb!y canceiving of ig 
i9/be falſeandunmnte 18. the gext place Idhallfpeake ſomerhing 
concerning Baptiilme, the greatpointnoſvincontroverhe,occaltio; 
ned by: i , who are generally called, Ar@bapriſts, pras ſome call 
them ntinewjaxs - the: quere,- orthe-queltion 1g, Who are fir per, 
ſons:to be baptized, orivno hath a-rightunto that ordinance? Unto 
this ] anfver, alltho@ thandoe beleeve; haves righrunto that or- 
dinance;;, for this;;.thereixmone makes queſtion, bur it is.-granted 
onenher ſide: ihegtear, orthe grandqueſtion therefore 1s, whe- 
ther infants, the chidren of beleeving parents have aright unto 
that oxdinarice ;. to this I anſyer. Firlt,all thay are yvithin the co- 
Venantyavyer! YOU DISIOO the ic: Q7.0126 2Qyenant os this doe {1p- 
plage:| Poſethatinone of nnderfiandingþvill deny,,, bur that childgen be 
rilledme | Within the coyehant, 40 is cleare, As 2.39. The, promiſe i: wad: to 
Pewel, 20) + Jou 9 ro 1ogr Ohiyare*; andiherfor ecnidrenmuaſt of neceltyhate 
ft theſs | *!g2tuntothat ordinance. Bur it will be faid, ifchildren haye right 


Wes: nar; - 


| unto that ordinance of baptiſme, they hayealfo tightunto that.ot 
tors cant | REL ords: Supper, for that is alſo a ſcale. gf the covenantaswellas 
ent opi» | theother : to this Tanſyer, It is true, it isa ſeale of the covenantas 
tho cots | Wellas the other, and children havea right unto that ordinance of 
>: con | :heLords Supper as wells that of Baptiſme ; yet it doth nar ther- 
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fore follow that they may be admirredunto that ordinance, hezauie 
there -1s5 more required of thoſe that !hall participate of that ordi- 
nance then of the other;As fir{t,there mult be examination, let ewe 

17 one examne himſelf, faith the Apoltle. Again, there mult be 2 dit= 
cerning of the Lords body, which infants are no ways capable of, 8 
rhertore not to he admirted unto that ordinance;An hetre, when he 
1s firſt born, hath a rightunto his inheritance, but he doth not pres» 
ſently therefore enjoy ir, becauſe he 1s nor fit for 1t;even fo, a chiid 
way have arcizht unto that-ordinance, but becaule he is not'capable 
ot ir, he is kepr from-it-Bur-it wil be objected that neicherChrilt, 
nor hisApoſtles did ever baptize any,bur thoſe that did be'ceve;and 
therefore children'cughit. not to be. baptized becauſe they doe not 
beleeve : theobjettionhathtwoparts, we wllthereforedivide it, 
and ſpeak'to each partidiltinAly.'And fittt,' ro:{aythar Chrilt and 
his Apoltles'did heverhaptize any children, that remains tobe pro. 
ved. Butithou wilt lay; there 1s neither precept norexample for the 
baptizing of children;admutrhus to be fo,-yhat ptecepr is there fer 
the keeping of the Lords: day, Or what preceprtis:there tor mento 
pray evenin”&tmormning intheir familiefor what precepr of exam 
ple is there tor womnento beadinitcedrto the Lords Stppertand yer 
this is their owne;praRtiſe, and yer T ſiippoſe it is nofirm; Naywhat 
examples thereinall the Scripture,” of any thardid-pray evetiing 
and mcrning iftheir families? and yer 1t 15no'finne-co-doe fb: and 
yet thon wilt {ay it haſt bea' ſints6 baptizerhitdren, becaule there 
15neither precept fior example for thar thing: Ngain, Iam agcertain 
thar there was children baptized, as thou cankt be of the-contrary ; 
but thou wilt fay that thou doelſt nor read of any that ryere ;” admir 
that,” neither canſt thon produce any one place that faith that: chil. 
drenyere not baptized : It is very ftrangeumto merhar any:of un. 
derſtanding ſhould once imayine'rhar there were no children-in 
t10{efoure or fivehouſholds h tiwere baptized; burthon wiltfay 
there was'no mention made of any: it is true, neither js there men« 
tionmade-of men- ſervants, or maid-ſervants that were in their 
hpiiſes,and yet wilt thou be ſo madde as to thinke' that-chere' were 
either tmen-ſervants nor maid-ſeryants there? rhe Scriprute'is as 
well filent in the one'as inthe other:Now if there wereno children, 
men-ſervants, nor maid-ſervants baptized ; why doth the Apoſtle 
fay,they anithewr heuſpelds? the Apoſtle would rather have faid;- Be. | 
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leeve, andibe baptized thou and thy wife ;- if: there had beene, nci- 
ther children, nor ſervants there ; -and'therefore ſee the falſhood 
of - this opinion. Yer further, this @pinion faith , that ſprinkling 
is'a device of Antichriſt, and:tharallchat are baptized, cught .ro 
be dipped : The anthor of this ' opinion ſhould doe well to prove 
what he doth aihrme, buthe -knowesi 1f he knew any thing, that 
the werddoth as well igntke ſprinkhng. as dipping ; and it fo, nv 
device of Antichrift, >Bubthouwilr ſay the Apoltles never {p-mn- 
kled any that we-read of; admir this be true; I am fare thou.can(t 
not provethe contrary; that tie Apoſtles did never ſprinkle ; for 
my part; I doe beleeve'thar the-Apolſtles;, whe rhey baptized 
Lydia, were not ſo immodelt; as to-pull off her c!othes; and pur her 
tira ditch ; neither' doe I thiks'thart-all 'that the:Apatiles did * 
biptize, weredipped;: aithough it'1s:true, they: dipped many ;' but 
that women and-chi:dren were all dipped, who.: were baptized, 
that remaines tobe proved ;; and therefore command fiience in 
the meane time : that there were many dipped:that the Apoſtles: 
did baptize, is very triie. and good'reafon.there was-for it. .. Firlt, 
becauſe-that they were men generally; and -ſact :as/livedin places 
of heatheniſime; where they had nor: places. fo neceſſary and con- 
yement for ſprinkling,asave havezBurt 1n cale they had, the genera'] 
mu'titude yas ſo much againit that ordinance whether by dipping 
or ſprinkling,” that the Apoſtles. were nor onely.thruſt'out-of the 
Synagogues, bur alſo: oat of* their toyynes, :where they were for 
ced to 'abide in the wildernefſe, where they went into:ditches.:and. 
rivers, becauſe I fay there was no other p'acetor them to baptize 
ins Againe, as I havefaid betore, that rhe. Apoſtles did formerly 


| baptize women; thou canſt very hardly prove, it is:true; there yas 


{Mme that the Scripture makes mention of,ivalt thoutherefore con 
clude that there was but thoſe women that we read of baptized*this 
thou mateſt as well doe, as to fay there were no childcen baptized, 
becauſe thou doeft not read ofany, orthou maieſt as well jay al- 
-molt that: there were no womembaptized; becauſe thou doeſt; nNOL 
read hoyy they were baptized. Againe,thou haſt nothing bur exars- 


a 


ple to prove whatthouwonldlt affirme, that there is-a precept to 


aptize, is true, Matth.28.19. but for themanner how,there is no © 


precept ; But thonwilrfay, thereare examples , . and that:fifficeth 


thee ; doth it fo? ſhall examples be thy rule in this? thenthey muſt 
2 | be 


28 Tie Sdihts Grivft,and theWarldilexs; BF 
be thy rule in all chings, where thou haſt not a preceps gs and if fo, Wn 
vive mean example out of. the Woſpel,ta inflict hs ans " $W 
UPOn the breakers of the Layv; Or for praying before, Op afrer | {er 

mon, which of the Apoltles did.fo.Z and yer no-finne, thou wilt fay, 

thy ſelfe ;But to conciude this, let me tell thee, that all the examples 

of rhe Apoſtles are fo tarre from binding to obſervation, that all 

cheir commands. doe not tye to obedience : doe not no fay that. 

I have ſpoken blaſphemy ; firlt ,conſider. that place wn «As 15;, 

verſe 28, 29. where they doe forbid eating--of meat, facrificed to. 

Ido's, things {trangted, and from bioud ; here- 1s a precept, a 

command, and yet for vood reaſons, and ypon- good grounds, 

may be diſpenſed yith ;. and there 1s. no queltion, bur is diſpenſed 
' with+by the Author .of this opuuon, and yet un other, things they 

vill be guided by an example, eſpecially. whentheyknow they ſhall 

be thought ſingular,and admicedthereby;but I forbeare,being rea- 

dy to maintaine the layfulneſſe to baptize children againſt all that 

(hall oppoſe, if this will not ſuihce. 


Agatne, there is another opinion occaſioned by thoſe, men, and 
chat is, that Chriſt did die , or lay.downe his life tor the falvarion 
of all men, that ever were created ; to.this I anſyer, negatively, 
_ Chriſt did nor lay downe his lite tor all men, and I prove is 
c uUSs | | : 

Firſt, thoſe that God had made veſlels of wrath; and prepared 
for deſtruction, Chriſt had no intent ro dye for ;-but. God made 
ſome veſlels of wrath, and hath firred them fox deſtraCtion; there» 
fore Chriſt dyed not forali men, Roy. 9. 22. _ 

Secondly, thoſe that Chritt would not vouchfafe to pray for, 
he would not lay downe his life for ; bur Chriſt would not pray 
for all, therefore Chrift laid not downe his life for all,. Johs 27, 
UW: 9. | ; | G DDS | OT 
Thirdly, all thoſe thar Chriſt laid downe his life for, he hath 
freed from the power of finne, but ail men are not freed from 


the power of finne; therefore Chritt died not for all, ohn 1. ag. 
x Pet. 2. 24. - Nt TRIO | 


Fourthly, all thoſe that Chritt died for, are reconcued unto 
Chrift ; bur all men are nor reconciled unto Chrilt, therefore 


Chriſt dyed Not for all men, Rowanes the fifth and the tenth 


_ Filthy, 


— : —_ 
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- Fiftkly, all thoſe that Chriſt laid downe his lite for, are the ſheep 

of Chrift, 7oha 10. 15. but all men are not the ſheep of Chrilt;there- 
fore Chriſt died not for all men, Mat. 25. 33. gs 

Sixthly, allthofe that Chriſt died for , ſhall be ſaved by Chrift ; 


but all men ſhall not be ſaved by Chriſt; therefore Chriſt.cted not-for 
3ll men, Rom. 5. 9,10. | | | 
In thenext place, let us examine thoſe Scriptures that they alledge 
for the proving of their tenent; we ſhall take them in order,und firſt, 
to that John 1.29, Behold the Lambe of God, that taketh away the 


ſins of the world, by world in this place they underſtand all mankinde, 


5 and they give this reaſon for it ; becauſe , ſay they , the Saints are no 


where called the world in Scripture : Do but ſee how willing theſe 
men are to be deceived, for if they would calt theireye upon. the next 
leaf, Chap. 3. v. 16, where they may ſee that the Saints are called a 
world, the words lie thus, God ſo loved the world, now it thoſe men 
can Prove, that God loves the wicked of the world, whom he hath 
calt off ; then by world, inthis place, is meant, all men in the world - 
But it is evident that God hates them,and that he1sangry with thear 
every day, P/al. 7. 11. and cettainly,thoſe thit God:hates and is an= 
gry with, he doth not love at the ſame time. Againe, it that place.in 


Wi 7ohn 1. be ſo to beunderſtood, that Chriſt dicd for allmen ; then,as I 


haveſaid, he hath taken thep6wer and guilt of fin from all men, and 
for this I refer them to the Text; but if they grant not this ; they 
blaſphemoufly make Chrift an inſufficient Sayiour ;.but weecome to 


oc ; thej _ another place alledged by them, Heb. 2.9, where it is ſaid,that Chriſt 


taſted death for every mat, by every man, they underſtand all men in 
the world, not once minding that the word every , or the words, 
3s to be taken reſtriively, or with a limitation, that it is ſo,confider 
theſe places, 177m. 4+ 4. the Apoltle is there ſpeaking of meares, 
which men do receive for their rength and nouriſhment , che ſaith, 
every creature of God is good, and ought to be receiver, now, what a 
rhadneſle were it, to take the word every,here ti generall,or with the 
largeſt extent: for if every creature, then toades , and ſuch as are ve- 
nemons, which tend to the'deſtru&ion .of man, and therefore the 
word muſt be taken: with a limitation : agalne, "Lark 16, 15, goe 
preach the'Goſpel ({aith out Saviour) to every creature, now, what a 
ridiculous conceit were it, for any to thinke, that Chriſt gave acom- 


ane? "7 milHion to his Apoſtles to-preach to bruit beafts , or itrationall crea- 


E tures, 
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cures, ard therefore the word every muſt be limited unto man, who . * 
38 a rationa)] creature : Further, in 1 Cor. 4. 5. j wage nothing before 
the time, untill the Lord come, who will bring to light vht hidden things 
of darkneſſe, and make manifeſt the counſels of the heart, and then ſhall 
every man have praiſe of God. I would now aske the anthor of this. 
opinion, Whether every man , at theday of judgement , ſhall have 
praiſe of God, or no ?: Sure I am, that the Scripture ſaith, the wick, . - 
ed ſhall not ſtand in judgement with the righteous , Pſal. 1.5. now if, 
they ſhall not ſtand jn judgement, but. be ſtricken with amazement - 
and terrour for their fins, how ſhall they have.praiſe of God ? Rea-. 
der, thou ſeeſt that the word all,or the word every,in Scripture 15 to . 
be taken with a reſtraint or limitation, and ſo thoſe places that they - 
do produce ; For to touch another place or two , which they do al- _ 
ledge, in 1 Tim. 2.3,4+ For this :go0d and acceptable inthe fight of  - 
God our Savior, who would have all men to be ſaved, and" come to the 
knowledge of his trmth,and ſo in 2 Pet. 3. 9, words to the ſame effect; 
the word #1! 1n,thoſe places, is to be underſtood thus, ſome of. all - 
forts, ſome inall Nations, ſome {uperiours, and ſome inferiours; lo in 
2 7m. 2, Onely eneplace more, and that.is 1 7im. 4,10. where. 
Chriſt isfaid to be the Saviour of all men, but eSþecially of thoſe that 
bclieve,from theſe words they would affirme,that Chriſt died for all : - 
men, and therefore is {aid to be the Saviour of all men , to ſave them.. 
from wrath and condemnation, whereas Chriſt may be ſaid to be the 
Saviour of all men, and that jn theſe reſpeRs : Firſt, he 'may be ſaid.- 
to be x Saviour, inthat he'ſayes or preſerves tharr lives : Sccondly,as 
he delivers them from outward troubles, and thus 1o/pu2 was called 2 
Saviour, Hb. 4, 8; Thirdly, he may be ſaid to be a Saviour, becauſe - 
he Keeps them from helland condemnation : Fourthly, Chriſt may 
be ſaid to bea Saviour,i regard of the generall tender, or diſpenſation. 
of the Goſpell, and: in theſe reſpes,, he may be fad tobe a Saviour - 
untoall men, as here in the Text, bat eſpectally thoſe that belicveyhe is, 
 52Viour unto them in ſpeciall , he ſaves them from the wrath of 
CGod,from the power and guilt of fin, and from eternal] condemnati- . 
on : thus he ſaves thoſe that do believe, and.thus yon have the true. 


meaning of thoſe Scriptures produced by them. * 
In'the next place, fee what abſurdities thoſe men fall into, as firſt, 
they overthrow. EleRion, for if Chriſt died for all, why did not God 
c&R 81! ? Againe, if Chriſt died for all,allare reconciled unto Chriſt, 
So oa ; K om, 
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” Rom. 5410. Apaine, they are freed from the power of ſin, in 1 Pet- 
= - why yetf atiler: if Chriſt free for all, then rf be ſaved, 
Roms. 5. 9,10. thus much I alſo thought good to ſpeake cencerning 
this diviliſh and peſtilent tenent, derogating abundantly from. the ho- 
nour of Jeſus Chriſt ; thus they make him of no reputation, and his 
- death and ſuffering of no value, therefore let me ſay in the behalt of 
Teſs Chriſt;3s Moſes in another caſe , Oh fooliſh people, and wnv;ſc, 
do you thus requite the Lordyfor all bis death and ſufferings? I baveheard 
 'youcallour Miniſters -juglers, cheaters, and ſoul-deccivers, for no 6- 
- ther thing, but becauſe they diftcr from you in doctrine, and your cur-. 
_'{d tenents. | | 
'" But weleave this and come to the fourth op;n;on, which ſaith,there 
are two daics of judgment, wherein Chriſt will judg the world, the 6 
_ ereat the begining of the thouſand yeares , when Chriſt comes to 
rajene, and the other at the end of the: thouſand yeares, which days 
the Scripture knows not of:that there is a day is very certain, but not 
two daics for this purpoſe ſee 't Theſ.5 .a,4.where mention is made: 
of one day, but no more; ſce further in that remarkable place , are. 


24. 36, where our Saviour faith, of chat day and houre knows no man” 
obierve then, it is but a day, and an tmknowne day, for of that das 
and houre knowes 110 1143, 110 wet the Angels in heaven,nor Chriſt bim=- 
Yelf, as he was man, and [= thoſefalfe ſpeakers will got only tell us 


of two daies, but alſo when the dates ſhallbe. But we leave this, and 
come unto that which ſaith, rhar 3x the thouſand yeares there ſhall be 
. meither ſorrow nor death, ſec this as contrary to divine truth , as the 
- Fformerin 1 Cor. 15, 26. the laftencmy that ſhall be deſtroyed is death, 
5 ron it is cleare, that death ſhall have a being ta the world cill the 
laſt day, and that man ſhall be ſorrowfull all dates, ſee Job 4.22, 
Whilſt hes fleſh is pon him,he ſhall be forrowfull,whilit his (ul ts in hins 
he ſhall mourne, ſo weleave this, and come to that which faith , The 
' Heavens Which now are, ſball be diſſolved, aud burnt with fire , before 
' Chriſt come to raigne, and for this they produce that in 2 Per. 3. 10. 
and 13. 1nverſ, 13, there 1s mention made of the wew heavers, and 
ew earth, which (as they ſay )is the time when Chriſt will come to 
rajgne, now 1n verſ. 10, which is before the other in the Hiſtory, 
where it is ſaid, that rhe heaveus ſhall melt with fervent beat, and the 
earth, with the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up, I ſay, becauſe 
this is placed before the other , NOR it ſhall be: For the o- 
| 2 EE - 
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Ther, now we ſhall refer our ſelves to the juaicious Rrater,, whether, 
this be cither a ſafe way of reaſoning , or underſtanding the Scrip- - 
tures, for it is a frequent thing to put that before in the Letter or Hi-. 
ſtory, that in order or nature {howld follow after ; ſee two places for 
this purpoſe, As 20. 20: firſt where repentance 1s put before faith, 
which 1n order of nature followes after , for Wirhoat faith it t impeſ< 
ible ta pleaſe God, Heb. 11.6. ugaine, 2 Tim, 1.9, Who hath ſaved 
5, and called 15 with an holy calling, where we lee mans ſalvation put 
before his calling, whick in thc order of nature ſhould follow after: 

o in that place which they produce: for although in thejtcnth verſe it 
1S faid, the elements ſhall mel! with fervent heat,and ifterward we ex- 
pet new heavens, and new.carth, which in order of nature gocs be= 
fore the other, then the ſenſe runs thus ; it 1s true, the heavens /341ll be 
diſſolved by fire, and the earth,With the Works that are therein, ſhall be 
burnt up, yet before this cortie to paſſe, we expeAta more glorious c- 
{tate of the Church, which is the new heavens and the new earth, 
there ſpoken of : and thus we leave this opinion, being as falſe as the 
tormer. PE Ee er = | 

Tn hisnext opinion he ſaith, that he that believes not theſe things 

to be true, b-lieves no truth of God at all, but his opinions being falle, 
we refer ourſelves to the indifferent Reader.and come to that which 
{aith, that God doth not ele& or chuſe man to ſalvation before he: 
doth believe,and for this pmpoſe they produce lohn 3. 36.the words 
lie thus, he that believes in the Son hath everlaſting life , but he 1hat 
25epes not the So1, ſhall not ſee life, for the wrath of God abides on him, 
in theſe words there is faith put before life , and diſobedience before 
+#rath,therefore ſay they , God doth not cle& man before he doth be= 


lieve,neither doth he rejz@ man before he doth diſobey : | 
 Tothis I anfwer, that although faith is put before life, and Aſobe- 
clence before wrath, in the Hiſtory,yet 1t doth not-therefore follow, 
that ngen muſtbelieve before they be eleted, neither that men mult 
diſobey before they be rcjeed : For, the Evangliſt in this place,hath: 
no occaſion to ſpake of eleion or reprobation, neither doth he, but 
IS he is advancing and exalting Jeſus Chriſt, he firewes the happy 
condition of thoſe that do receive. Chriſt,and the miſerable condition 
of all thoſe. that do not receive Chrilt ; he that believes in him,ſhall 
be ſaved by him ; but he that receives him not,ſhall periſh in his fins; 

bis, I ſuppoſe, is the true meaning of the Text , but in caſe Jane <> 
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fpeake of eleRion and predeſtination, doth it therefore follow , that 


Tan mult believe before he is leted , becauſe (I fay) it is ſon the 


Letter ? who knowes not, thar it is a frequent thing in Scripture,to 


nut that before in the Hiſtory, .which i the order of nature followes 
after ? 3s I have ſaid before, . otherwiſe ,, we ſhould havenone ſaved 
before they are called, aSin 2 75m. 1.9. 

Much more might be ſaid to this purpoſe; but this may ſufhce to 
ſnew, although taith ſhould be put before eleRion , yet 1n order tit 
duth not follow. 

_ Now in the next place we ſhall ſay ſomthing concerning election, 
that there eleRtion is not in queſtion, but the time when it ſhould be ? 
To this I anſwer, that the time of Gods eleting man,was before the 
-foundation of the world : for this purpoſe ſee Eph. 1. 4. who hath 
JeRed us, or choſen,in him, before. the foundation of the world , as 
alſo 1Pet. I. 2. whohath elefed ur-according. to the: forckyowledge of 
Ged, by this you-ſee, that Gol hath cle&ted man before the fonndati- 
on of the world, ſeealſo 44:13: 48. es many as were rained to 


. cternall life believed,. it ſeems then, (not withſtanding the opinion of 


theſe men) that God hath eleed man , not only betore he doth be- 
lieve, but before the foundation of the world. Fl 2 

Come we now to the canſe of &leRion, and that is, the meere ta-. 
vour and love of God in Jeſus Chriſt, Row.11.28. but as touching Cc- 
leion, they are beloved for the Fathers ſake. Away then with the 
opinion of the Papiſts, Arminians, and all others, who ſay that God 
doth ele for ſome fore- ſeen grace, faith; or other. qualifications : a 


malt pernicious conceit : let us now ſee the ends of eleRicn, and they; 


* are three, firſt to declare the riches of Gods grace, Ephe.1.6.A ſecond 


FY 


3s, that we might be holy, 1 Per. 1.2, A third and laſt end is, that we 
might be happy, 2 The/.2.13. And thus. you ſee cleion proved, . 
with the cauſe and ends of the ſame, as alſo the falſhood of that opi- 
Dion which faith, Man is not elected. befo:e he doth believe. And {o. 
we come unto another opinjon, which ſaith, - 5 

Although a'man be elefFed, he cannot know it,: for. a mqn Can.navs 


® 
% 


0 aſſurance of his [alvation in this life. 


% 


' To this I alſo anſwer and affirme, that a man in this like, may have 
aſſurance of his ſalvation, know he is ele&ed, and his name writ- 
tenn the book of life, Seeit firſtin Job , 1 know that my Reade. = 
mer tiveth,and that 1 ſhall ſee him With.theſe eyes, Job 1.9. 25, Tg 
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ke doth not ſay, I hope my Redeemer liveth : no, I kzow that my Re-> 
Jeemer liveth, and that I ſhall ſee him againe : See the' Apoſtle in 
2 Cor.5.1. For we know, that if this earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God , an houſe not made with 
hands, bat eternall in the heavens : and this we know, faith the A- 
poſtle : by this you ſee a man may have an affurance of hss ſalvation 
41 this lite : this was alfo in Chriſt,not as he was God, birt al'o as he 
was man, 7o0h.17;11. Icome to thee holy Father, and Ver. 24. Fa- 
ther, [ Will that thoſe thou haſt given me be Where 1 am, that they may* 
behold my glory, for thor lovedſt me'before the foundation of the world. 0 
Did Chrilt as he was man know that he was beloved of -the Father 
before the foundation of the world ? what then was this for, but to 
2\ſure us of our ſalvation,and that with him we might be able to ſay, + 
We come to thee holy'Father, for thou lovedfſt us befote the fonnda- 
- tionof the world. Yer further, 't Job.3.2. Now are we the ſonnes of 
Goa, this we know, this weare aſſured of, for his Spirit beares wit- 
neſſe with our ſpirits that we are the children of God: Rom. 8.16. 
2 Cors5:5. And thus you ſce,that the Saints havenot only aflurance - 
of their ſalvation , but the Spirit of God to witneſle this aſſurance , - 
and therefore is called the Comforter, Foh.r 6.7. and this Comforter | 
cannot lie, Heb.6.r6, w_ 
'But being there is a ſpirit of errour, and dduſion, which witnefs 
{es and ſpeaks peace to the ſoule ; how ſhall we know the witneſſe 
-of the Spirit of Truth, from the witneſle of the ſpirit of errour ? 
To this I anſwer': The Spirit of God never witoeffes-peace to 2- 
ny ſoule that is extravagant, or willingly keepes off from God. As > . 
the hypocrite, who is conformable inall reſpeRs., 'yet his heart and 
afteRions being off. from God, and ſet upon his luſts, in their deſires, 
'though {uch a foule may have abundanceof peace, it is not from God, 
but from the ſpirit of errour ; and ſoa man wraptupin errours, con- 
trary to the Goſpell, let him boaſt of the Spirit, and the witne 
thereof, it is the ſpirit of errour and delufion, and not the Spirit of | 
God : for, that foule which the Spirit of God ſpeaks peace unto, is 
Not onely ſuch a ſoule as hath received the: truth in the love thereof, 
but alſo growes and increaſes in that truth received. Therefore, to 
conclude this , know that the Spirit of Gvd witneſſes peace to no 
ſoule, but to thoſe that walkin the wayes of God. Away then with _. 
"ON Ot OPENER 1, 006 FELPOtee Of SNIOD 
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- of peace : This is not from God, nor his Spirit, bot from the ſpirit 
of errour and delufion, And thus we come te that Opinion which 
... | 
God: hath not appointed any to de(truftion. 
. © * That this may appeare to be as falle as the former, conſider theſe. 
particula's. Firſt, All thoſe that God did not eleR, Fedid reject, 
| - But God did not elect all: Therefore he did rejet ſome. This (TI 
'«_ -* ſuppoſe) noa.man will deny, knowing that cle@ion ſignifies a choice, 
| or chuſing, of ſome out of many, which doth preſuppoſe alone to 
thofe that are.cdleed : Or, as if God-ſhould have faid , ſpeaking to - 
the vaſt multitude of mankind SEE 
_You areall my creatures, created by.. me , and therefore at my. 
choice, to love or to hate, to ſaveor to deſtroy,.I will therefore c- 
. k&t and .chufe ſome of you, who ſhall ſerve me.in your generatio:, 
and afterward-you ſhall be received into glory ; where you ſhall be- 
hold my face for ever; but to the other he ſaith, you are allo my 
creatures, but. my heart is not towards you for good, I do not love 
you, and therefore you ſhall be'the veſkIls of my wrath, to all eterni- 
ty-, never to behold: my face to your.comfoct. If theſe poor creatures - 


ſhould now. have replied, and ſaid, Lord:why , what evillhave we 
done, that thou ſhould deale thus with-us? that 3s-not the thing ſaith 
God, as 1 will have my mercy magnifiedſo will I have my juſtice 
Slorified;and I wlll glorifie it upon you ; and if fo, ſhall. the thing. 
formed fay to him that formed it, hy haſt .thau-made me thus ? bath 
vat the potter power over the clay of the ſame Iampe to make one veſſcll- 
for bonour, and axother for diſtonour ? Rom. 9,21,Gen. 25423, The., 


elder ſhall ſerve the younger, theſe words are expounded by God 
himſelfe, Mal.1.2,;3: Jacob have 1 loved but Eſau have ] hated : 
and ſoagaine by the Apoſtle, Rox-.9;1 3. where you ſee God's free in 
his love, and in his hatred; he may fave whom he will, and'deſtroy. 
whom he pleaſes, and not be. unjuſt m what hecoth.  Apaine the 
Apoſtle in Rom.9. doth fully prove: predeſtination, and this he doth - 
dy way of jinterrogation,or negation, which caries in. them the force 
of a ſtrorg affirmation, verſ. 21. hath not the potter power ?aS it he had 
faid, the potters hath power, and-wilt not thou allow that power 
- unto God, which a mortal man.hath,_whoare as carthen vcfſels jo . 
> thehandsof Ged ? but whether thou wilt allpw :t, or no, what if - 
; " God will ſhew. his wrath, and wake his power knowne ypon Fig 
AC veſſels 
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veſſels of Wrath fitted to diſtrnftion, verl. 223. Againe doth not thy \ 
Lord ſay to Pharoah, For this purpoſe have 1 raiſed thee up, that 1- 
might ſhew my power in thee, and declare my name thromghonut the. 
earth : Exod. 9.18, where you ſee, that God will not have predeſit- 

' nation hid in a corner, no, he will have ir declared throughout the 
world. Againe, the Lord faith to 3Zoſes, I Will hnve mercy on whom | | 
I will have mercy, and 1 will have compaſſion on whom I will have— | 
compaſſion, Excd.43.19, and the Apoſtle (preducivg theſe words) '. * 

makes this inference, and that with an emphaſis, /o :hez (faith he) zt 
5 not in him that willeth, nor in him that runneth , bat in God that gi- 
veth mercy, for he will have mercy ou whom he Will have mercy, and 

"Whom he Will he hardens,and yet no injuſtice at all : Further he ſaith, . 
S»,ll the thing formed [ay,to him that formedit,Why haſt thou mage me 
thus? teproving of thoſe men , ' who are ready to think much at the”. 


dealing of God, orto charge him with injuſtice, for erdaining men 
to condemnation. Thus you ſee it fully» proved , that God hath ap- 
-pointed men to deſtru&ion. og | 
 Obje&t. 1. It this beſo, that God hath appointed men to deſiru- 
- Aion, this is enough to make men either 59 , orlive a carelefie 
A 


| life; for if God have appointed men to be {aved, it is no matter how, 
_ they live, they ſhall be ſaved ; and if God have appointed men to be 
damned, tbey ſhall be damned, let them live neverſa-well. . .. 
eAuſw. In this Obje&ion there is nothing but madneſle , carnalt- 
ty, and folly, becauſe living looſely and deſpairing are two great ftns, 
and therefore man,in oppoſition to deſperation,is commanded to be- . 
Fg and in oppoſition-to profaneſſe, to be obedient , Z1ark 16.15 ; 
E[a4. 1.19. > Y . 
2 Menin the way of prophanneſle, and deſperation, bring diſho- |. 
Dol to God, whereas it ought to be the care of all men to ſecke his _ | je 
- SLIOTY EE er CE. Ss 
3 Foraman to grow deſperate, or prophane, isas much as hes in 
_ him to bring himſelfe unto deſtruRion, although he was not appoin- 
ted thereunto, . -. Es 


| ko 
4 Although God hath appointed men unto deftruRtion, thou not . 
Knowing that he hath appointed them, it is thy duty to be obedient, | 
and fay with 7ob, though thou killeſt me, yet Will 1 truſt in thee, and . | 
with Eſther, if I periſh 1 perifh, Soif God will deſtroy thee, let him + | 
_deftroy thee in the uſe of thobeſt means,aud in his own way; mw on 
OY ran | on 
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" f fo, thy condemnation ſhall be lefſe then theirs that periſh in a way 
of deſperation and prophaneſſe, and thus you ſee the folly and mad- 
nefl: of this Objetion. 

Objef. 2, If God have appointed ten to deſtrution, why doth 

heccommand' the Gofpell to be preached to thoſe men, being he knows 
_ - they cannot rece1ve 1t, ne ns 
To this I anſwer, God commands the Goſpell tobe preached in all 
places, and fo to theſe men, that thereby te might gather together 
his Ele&, who are {cattercd and diſperſed in all Nations and Bing: 
domes under Heaven, /Aatth, 24.13,  _ 

. Secondly,” God commands the Goſpell to be'preached to theſe 
_ © men, that their condemnation might be the greater, the more means 
and the greater light that men have , they not making ufe of the 

ſame, the greater will their condemnation be, ln 15.22. 

"Thirdly, God ſuffers theGoſpell to be preached to thoſe men, 
that they might be left without excuſe , they injoying the meanes of 
grace, a5 Well as-thoſe who are ſaved: they, Ifay , mult lay. the 

- cauſe of their deſtrution2Feither upon them(iclyes, or upon God, If 
' tipon themſelves, they mult confeſle, and fay, their condemnation is 


Juſt, we have had the meanes of grace , even the meanes to ſave our 


Objeft. 3. It God haye appointed ſome men to deſtruQion, why 

doth the Scripture ſay; it is the will of our Saviour , that all men 

' ſhould be ſaved., arid come to repentance, as in'1 77m. 2. 4. and 

2"Pet. 8.9. FETs OY , 

To this I anſwer;God hath a twofold will, a ſecret,and a revealed 
will;in his ſecret,he hath appointed men to deſttuRion, and ſo wills. 
their condemnation, as appeares by his withholding of his graceand 

good ſpirit from them , that ſo the Goſpell might not be made cffe- 
 Auallto them, for this-purpoſe , comatkter theſe Seriptures. - 

5 I Goe, 
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Goes make the hrart of, this. people fat, E14.6.10. ATat.13.14.By * We 
Bearing je ſhall heare but nat underſtand, by ſeeing ye ſhall ſee , but ['l 
wot perceive. Again, Mar. 4. 1%, Tothcmit # ſpoken wn Parables, 
3/2ct ferang they may. ſee and nt percerve, and by hearing they 7ay 
heare and not underſtand, leaſt at any time they ſpould be convertes, 
and their fenzes be forgiven them. Luke 8.105words tot he ſame pur= . 
poſe. ,7eb. 12, 40, there.our.Saviour ſaith exprefly, they could.not be- 
ltieve becauſe he had blieded their eyes, and hardened their hearts,leaſt 
they ſhould b2 converted and heaſed : and ſo Row: 11. 8. words to 
4.1 | +5.” ors 


But ſecondly, the words of the Apoſlleare thus to be underſtood 
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where He'faith, it isthe will of our Saviour that all men ſhould be ſa- ©" 
ved; and'fome to repentance : that is, in reſpe& of-the. generall ten - 
der of the Goſpall, -whichs tendered.to all. Againe, by having all 
men ſaved; and come to repentance, is thus to be underſtood ; Some 
of all nations, ſome ſuperiours, and ſame inferjours.: the word AV is: 
HS OH Rr DAY BY OT ROE HATER Edt be . 

to be rake with Teſt#1Rion or kmitation, and. {ſo intenging.only thoſe 
that God hath appointed to ſalvation, whixzh are the elect, and thee- 
leMXondy; and thoſe he makes capable of grace. And thus much for. 
inſwer of this ObjeRion. a Sh | f5 
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_ Queſt. How, deth God appoint men to-1deſkruRion ; as they. pre, 
his creatures created by him , OT. AS. he. doth. foreſee: theis finnes and- 
vwickednefle that they would live in ?.. Tr Po bes as 

' eAſw.-Iti8 true, Goddid foreſee the ations and ſinnes of ' wie. 
ked men that they would-comynit - But: as God did not gle nor 
chuſe me to life fc x. any, vertueot qualification that: he did foreſee in 
than: neither bath'beappoiuted wan. to deſtruRtion, becauſe hedid+ - 
foreſee their ſinnes and wickedneſſe : but it ariſes, out of hy: owne- 
breſt, according to the counſell of his will, for whows; be Will be har 
denerk, Rem. 9,18: What if God at the firſt.hjd appoin ted-.all men 
to deſt;uMon, bad he becn unjuſt ?.. Surely nos:.and; this,he night: 
have done ;"and ſhall he be unjuſt in. appointing but ſome-out of ma= *_ 
ny ? O the folly and madnefle of men, who dare be ſo.bold as to: 
charge God with injultice ,. or to limit the Holy: *One'of Tirael , as 

though he, might.rot dqwhathe hath.a, will-ro do 1: What injuſtice.” 
was It 1fi that God who had.faid., :7hoxe-. ſaalt do ro:murther, to com- 
mand e Abraham to murther his tonne ? Oc what weakneſſein thar 
God, who ſaid, Thow alt. not ſtealer, to command:to rob the Egyp = 
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'tiars ? Shall notthe Judge of all the earth' do what he pleaſeth ;,' and 
that without controule ? Shall the thing formed ſay to him that for -” 
med it, Why haſt thou made me thus ? And therefore I ſay, let carnall 
reaſon fall to the ground , and by na meanes queſtion the dealings of 
God ; no although thou ſeeſt things againſt reaſon , beyond reaſon, 
 andcontrary to reaſon, which thouart notable to tomprehend;ever 
then, I ſay, lie down and ſay, As the heaven i higher then the” earth,” 
ſo are thy wayes higher then our Wayes : - and therefore juſt and righ- 
tcons art thou O Lord God almighty, holy and, juſt are thy workes 
thou King of. Saints': who ſhall not feaxe thee gnd glorifie' thy name? 
.* for,T hou turneſt man to deſiruttzon, ani (RH ſtOb ab Ferubit' ye (brs'of 
Dueſt. 2. Why hath God appointed ſome men to deſtruQion,” 
When ve NECN. TTTT TEE RC earner 
No To this I allo anſwer: Fir {t, 'God ao Aeoted fome men te: 
deſtruRtion, that he inight "g}oHke his jutiGe"in the Teverity of his, 
wra h, [4-2 as | : J if > : E (1772Z ot poets ' iz Te 
: Scondly, GodHathuppointed for: men'to deftru&ion,'to make 
others ſtand in aweof him, the thoughts of this takes the' Devils 
themſelves'to tremble, 7am. 2.19. STEEN EE or oY Er AP Le... 


. Thirdly, God hath appointed ſoine'mett to deftrafion, that thet- 
by he might make his power to be kriowne, Exid.g9.16; and thus: 
you fee it fully proved, that God hath appointed 'men for ſalvation, 
and for condeinration, and that” before the forngdtion of the world. 
And thus we leavethat opinion, being falſe and untrue, which ſaith, 
| & mi before 


- © 


God doth not ele& man before he'dth betieVt, *6r* reJe 
he do diſobay ; and. ſo wecome to that opinion that faith, _ 
.. The frſÞ day in the weeks. 5 no Sabbath; andthat it- ought” not tobe 
Gear ied Wer ne Oe Og © 
- Tothis1 anſwer, weare commandedevery firſt diy. of th& weeks 
to hy upin ſtore for the reliefe'of the Saints, as God: hath profpered 
us, which is 2 worke for that day, 1 Cor.16.2,3.it was alſo the pra- 
ice of the Apoltle, to meet together on that day, A#.20:17. and 
being together, they were: honoyred with the, preſence of Chriſt, 
- 70h.20.19. and itis called the Lords day, Revet;1;to.and Tf: the 
Lords day, then a day diſtin& from all other dayes, and' to be ſet a 
part for holy worſhip. 
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But they ſay we have nothing but ex1mples for it, and Whatſoc-, 
veris done without a command is will-worſhip. . | 

Do but ſee-what a rod they make for themſclyes : for in one of 
their.opinions:they fay, That none but belecvers ought to be baptiſed, 
not children by.no meanes ; but if. you aske them where there is 1 
epmmand, that faigh, none but believers ought to. be baptiſed, they + 
muſt lay. their hands upon their mouthes : neither. is there any one 
phce that ſaith, Children ought not to be baptiſed, Ovſerve then 
the deceit of. thoſe men, who will baptiſe believers, becauſe they have 
example, but will pot keepe the firſt day jn the,. week, Althuus K they 
Rave. many.examplcs for, it, but it. ſeemes the', one pleaſes their Fan. | 
cs better then the other, but we leave them, | 2h. :COF2. to that 
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a, (oP to apples children oe if 

Typ to baptiſe none but believers, if there ben GmminF br wy I t 
them produce it if they can,... 

* But weleave this, cing a as falſe, AS the former, and come-to that 
which faith, 


Fre and Faſting ought. not to. bee now its the dayes of the Go= 
ell 
4 I might now produce. that of our Saviour, where he faith; her... 
the Bridegroome 1s taken aWay, then ye ſhall faſt, Mat. 9. 15. but 
more fully, 17ati641.7. Fhen thoje faſteſt be not as the. hypocrites, and. 
a2 Father which ſees. inſe cret ſhall, reward thee openly, Verſ.18:. T 
5 then being there is. a reward ptomiſed; jt is not unlawfull to! 
faſt, Yet further, there: 1s 2 time. when. the Lord' .calls for faſting, 
Eſa.22. > 


It.might po dapnle, at ehyhat tings ot when doth the Lord 
calfor this duty 7 a 
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'  Totthis1 anſwer, firſt the Lord calls for faſting, when judgement 

- is-threatned againſt a people, Tonvas 3. 4.5+ Zephe 2.1,2,3. 

Secondly, when judgments are inflicting, Ezek. 9.4. 

Thirdly, when judgments are-inflited vpon a people , and they 
defire good ſucceile againſt an'enemy, or other waies, 2 Chron. 20.3. 
Ezra 8:23. -But theſe Scriptures are-out of the old Teſtament, and 
thenext opinion ſaith, 

T hat we are freed from all obedience to the morall Law, 

—_ Vnto this Chriſt himſelf gives anſwer, the Law is not deſtroyed; 
A7atth. 5,17. andif itbe not deſtroyed, who dare be ſo bold, as ro 
ſay, it 18of no uſe : ſo thata man may fall to adultery, murther, or a- 

- ny grofle ſin, and the Law of the eternall God not take hold of him, | 
or repro ve him for the ſame : there is a great difference bet wixt thoſe 
men, and the Saints of God in former times , who. had .as much be-. 

 nefit by Chriſt as ever they had;and yet they honoured and ſpike well 
of the Law, ſaying, 554 holy, juſt; and good, and he faith further, 7. 
_ .. nadmot kxowne fin, except the law had {aid, thou ſhalt-not luſt» Rom. 7. 
» _ * _ x2, Ttis alſo called a fpirituall law, Verſe the 14. who art thou then; 
that wouldit befreed from that which is holy ,juſt,good,and fpiritu- 
all ?* conſider. what thou ſayeſt, and do not vent thy owne ſhame : 
for-to be freed from the mind and will of: God., is. to be freed from 
God himſelf; | | | 
When D avid would dechre, notonly his ſincerity,but his love to: 
God, he declared the ſame, by being. obedient to his Law, P/2/. 119... 
_ ._ «nd the 97. Verſe, O-how 1.1ove thy Law , -5t 15- my meditation. cone - 
 _ ganmahly, Ee On.  EOE bd 
« . Further, it is eternall with'God himſelf ;: and wouldeit thou be . 
freed. from it ? let me tell thee, whoever thou art,that wouldeſt hive 
nothing to do with the eternall Law of God ; God will have nothing 
to do with thee, but for thy deſtruRion : for as thou haſt no love to. . 
the Law of God, let thy pretence be what 4t .w1ll , thon. haſt .no - 
love to God at all}... ; TSS IN ES I 
And thns we teave this, and come totthat which faith, 
F Aman, this life, may be.as fres from fiune, as. Chrift was when he 
was. here on earth. © gs =) 
That he was withont ſinne, is-wery certaine:, -4S 1t 41S Written 31Þ- 
.1 Pet. 2.and Verſe.22, - Hee did not ſinme, neithex was guile foundan 
bas month.:.. oo F LOL 
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But that man, yea the beſt of men is guilty of fin,is as cleare, J7am.2. 
3. In many things we ſin ai, then not righteous as Chrilt was, A- . 
S410, Eccleſ.7.22, There 15 n0t a man on earth that deth good , and 
finnes not, Further, the Holy Ghoſt faith, If We ſay we have no fin 
there is no truth in is : Then. ſure there is little trath in thoſe men 
who ipeak thus againſt their own experience : for as all men have o- 
rigicall fin, ſo they cannot but know that they at and commit (in, 
But we leave this alſo, as being contrary todivine truth, and come | 
fo that which faith , I i et: "of ny 4; 
A juſtified man ought not to aske pardon for his 'frrmes.” 
This is alſo contrary to the practice of the Saints in former times, 
but this they regard not. Further, the Holy Ghoſt faith , He that - 
confe (ſeth and forſaketh his ſinaes, ſhall find mercy ; then IT hope not 
2.{inne to ask pardon. This is alſo the doQtrine of the Goſpell, ar. 
6.12. Luke 11.4, When you pray ſay, forgive 15:our finner- 
hope it is no ſin when we have both example and command for it. 
- And ſo weleavethis, as ridiculous as the former , and come unto 
that which ſaith, | POT 4% 


». 
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No man ought to pray, bat when the ſpirit moves him.” 
Theſe men are far from the holy ones of God, who were frequent 
in this duty : but examples they will not allow of, unlefſe they will 
{erve for their owne purpoſe ; let us therefore ſee , whether there be 
a command or no, 12m. 5, 13. 1s avy affifen, let him pray , he doth 
not ſay, let him ſtay till the ſpirit move bim-; no, he mult pray; .tmo- 
ved or not moved, - Againe, Call upon me in the day of trouble, Pſal> 
50.15. Thus you ſee that God mult be ſought in the time of trouble, * 
_ although not moved by the ſpirit, and thus youſee the yanity of. this 
cpinion, which faith in this wiſe, 1f never moved, I willnever pray. 
_ But weleave this, and come to that which faith, 
There ought not to be ſorroW for fins. © | CORO ITT, 
For anſwer unto this.; knovy that jr hath been the prafice of the 
faithfull, ſee it in Perer,who went out and wept bitterly , and good + 
D avid, he declares his pain, and was ſorry for his fin, P 1.38.18. 
Againe, ſorrow for fin, is laid down, as an effeR. of true repentance, 
2 Cor, 7. 11. Further , repentance is one of the conditions of the 
Goſpell, and ſorrow for fin, is an efte& of that condition; and there- 
fore they that will not allow of ſorrow for; ſin, doe deny ſorrow - 
for diſhonouriog God, and grieving of his ſpirt , and ee”: noe 
| KEALTO > 
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feared, theſe men never knew what it is to have acquaintance with 
God,orif they did, they are now backſlided, and wrapped up in er- 
rcr: + Forgodly ſorrow is alſo an efſt& of love, 2s of repentance, 
D avid was fo far from not grieving for his own ſins, that he grieved 
tor the ſins of- others, and in P/al. 119, 136, Mine eyes gnſh out 71- 
vers of waters, becauſe men keep not thy Jaw : this was an effect of - 
D zvids love, and therefore ſec tie vanity of this opinion : 

And fo we come unto that which ſaith, 
e7 man that Chriſt died for, may periſh. NN . 
\. That ths is as falſe as any of the reſt , conſider theſe Scriptures, 
Pal 91.1, Who ſg awelleth in ſecrets of the moſt high, ſhall abide un= 
wer the- fhadow of the Almighty. Againe, P/al. 125.1. They that 
tr3ft in the Lord, ſhall be as Monnt $101, which cannot be removed,but 
abides for ever, Yet further, in 1-Pet. 1, 5, Where the Apoſtle faith 
txpreflely,all they that Chriſt dicd for are kept,by the mighty power. 
of God, to ſalvation : obſerye then, if there be power 1n God to up- 
hold them, then no falting away , and what vlaſphemer dare quelti- 
on this? | But welzeave it, and come to thenext, which ſaith, 
" "*-S1gnes and marks prove no man to bee inthe ſiate of grace. —_ 
To this I anſwer, and affirme, that none can know themtelyas to 
CEN the eſtate of grace, but by marksand- fines; for this parpel: 
| {cetn.2 Cor. 5. 17: "of any man be in Chriſt,he 2s a wow creatire;that 
 1B,hets regenerate and born again, 7ohn 3.3. Old thivgs are paſt away, 
. and all things ave berome new, that is, former ſins,an'! wicked courſes 
(- of life that thou tookeſt plexfure in,vut NOW af! things are become new; 
{ thats, wheras thor walt ah.nncleane perſon but now art mede clean: 
| Ina word, thou waſta Later bf God, and of is wai:'s, but now thou? 
| loveſt them, for that amibl:riefſe that is in them, wheras before thou 
| ſcoffedſt at thee Saints of God, but now thonlvv-it them ,, for the-1- 
_ mage of God, that thou ſee'ſt in them ; and thatihiS15 4 certain ligne 
+ of thy well Leing ; ſee 1 Tohy 3. 14. We know that we are tranſlated 
from acath fo life, becauſe we l:ve the breth: 7 * ex2mINe NOW , doſt:+ 
| thou love the Saints of God, berauſe rhey are Saints ,. ard becauſe ot 
that holineſſe thou ſeeſt in them ? then mayeſt thon aſſure thy foule, 
| that thou art in” theſtareof trace”, and if-the favour of God : An 
what is this, but marks and fienes , {ce one pl3ce more, Gl. 5o 24, 
_ Wouldeſt thou know whether thou be in Chriſt, or no.? - The Apu- 
* HMeanſwers in expreſſe rermes, and ſaith, They that arc Chriſts, ee 
Wo h crucifies 
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crucified the fleſh, with the affe Hons andluſts. Examine thy felt 'new;- Wiha 
is1t the deſire of thy ſoul, to have thy luſts ſubdaed , and thy fins WF :- 
\ conquered, and doeit thou uſe-all good meanes for that end and pur- } 
poſe? if fo, it is anevident-figne of thy being in the eftate of grace. 
But they-will tell us, that the teſtimony of the ſpirit , is the ſafeſt 
ay, for a man to.prove himſclf, to be inthe etate of grace ? | 
- To this Lanſwer, that thoſe-fignes and marks, laid downe, cannet 
 beinany foul, but the ſpirit muſt be dwelling,abiding,and witnefiing 
to that ſoul, ana theſe marks and ſignes, laid down, are aot the fruits 
 andeffe&ts of nature; but of the ſpirit, dwelling, and abiding there, 
and therefore thoſe men, that deny marks and -ſignes, and boaſt fo jv 
gnich of the wirneſſeof the ſpirit, either know not what they ſayy pwn 
. orelſethey look upon tne work of the ſpirit, which is ſan&ification, + wt 
to be in the-power of nature, which is little lefſe then blaſphemy : A- 
- gaine, aske theſe men, how tkey know the witneſle of the Spirit os 
God from the ſpirit of errour, and they.muſt be forced to come to 
marks, and ſfignes, which now they will deny. ol 
And thus you ſee1t fully.proved, that marks and fignes, prove - | jm 
A on to be in the eſtate of grace, And ſo we-come to that which -- ju. - 
Tt t& not lawfull to ſtudie the Scriptmres, =: CE 
-T muſt confeſle, had it not beene that the Scriptutes by theſe men - 
_ are fulfilled, I ſhould have wondred to ſee men thus wrapt up in er- 
- rours ; but for anſwer hereunte, know that there are more Scrip- 
| tures to provethe lawfullneſle. of ſtudie or meditation, 'then there 
- are to warrant theſe men tov be Leaders to a-Church, or Paſtors to a- - 
| Congregation, P/al.1 1-9. 39.compared with the-1 5. where we ſee, it 
' was Davids praftice to be much in meditation.; but they will tell us 
that theſe are only examples, which is-not ſatisfaftory : And there- 
foreſee acommand, 2,75m.2.15. Studie to ſhew thy ſelfe approved 
$0 God, a Workeman that need not be aſhamed, leviding the Word of 
. eruth aright. Note then, here is a precept and a cotntnand to ſtudie,: 
NC thy felfe not only to God, but to devide the Word of truth a= 
 r8obe. 
[And thus T take my leave of this opinion, and come to that which 
aith, | 
p It #4 not baWfull to joyne with any in duty that is ont of «4 Church- 
_ ftales | : » 
OT "Obſerve 
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Obſerve by the way , they look upon us in England ont of a 
. - , Churck-eſtate, and thereforenot to be communicated with: ſee the 
charity of thoſe men who will not communicate with their brethren, 
although they do excell them for grace and godlinefſe. But to the 
thing in hand : I fhall demand of thoſe men what Church Ps/ip 
was of, who did pertake of two Ordimences at one time, eA#.8, 
35,36. 3gaine I demand what Church the fivethouſand were of, 
that Chriſt himſelfe had communion with, 7oh.6. 10, 11. ſurely 
theſe men will not ſay, they were of the Church of Chriſt ; for they 
followed Chriſt for no other end, but to fill their own bellies, Ver. 
26, and ſure I amy when our bleſſed Saviourgave commiſſion to his 
Difciples to baptiſe, and preach the Goſpel], he did not intend that 
* they ſhould have communion with none buy thoſe that were in a 
Church-eſtate : no, they were to have to do with heathens, and ſych 
as knew not God, as Chriſt himſdlfe with Pablicans and ſinners. 
And thus weleave thoſe men to their own halineſſe, who doin 
< & ſay, Stand further of, for We are more holic then you, And come 


# 


to that which faith, As 
Every man onght to have liberty of conſcience in matters of Re- 


+ 


[ip1on. | | 

IC. anſwer unto this, know, that this opinions deſtruRive ts 
Qur State, and it isalfo againſt the praCtices of the Apollles.in the pri- 
mitive Church, A#.15.2. there was a deviſion, the Apoltles met at 
Jeruſalem, Ver.4. They with the Elders afſembled together, Verſ. 6, 
ard they laid impoſitions upon the Church, Verſ.20,28,29. 

And thus you ſe that men ought not-to have liberty of conſcience 
in matters of Rdigion, but that Synods may aſſemble aud meet to- 
gether to ſupprefle errours, and to regulate abuſes. - 

And ſo we come to rhat which faith, _ - | 
- The Beaſt ſpokenof in the: Revelation hath wot yet a being in the 
_ EE CET: 
* Foranſwer unto this, know, thoſe men give the ly to all learged 
gedly-men that have writ above this hundred yeares. De kh 

_ Secondly, __ deny the Pope to be Antichiift thereby they deny 
the Scriptures, for that Bcaſt there ſpoken of hath had a being in rhe 
world, ever ſince the Apoſtles time, ,2 Theſ.2.2,7, The wyfteric of 

_ #nignity (faith the Apoltle) doth already work, Obſerve then, that 
Pope that now is, had his being in the world (by his Predeceſſors) in _ 


the Apoſtles dayes, bo --_ _ . an; 
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. which faith, 


Againe, if this Beaſt'havenot his being in the world , how coine 
our Miniſters and Church'to be Antichriſtian, which kath-a being in 
1he world, as they,fay they are all; though they can never Prove it, 
But that this Beaſt hath his being in the world is very cleare : let ug 
therefore ſce him as the Holy Ghoſt hath deſcribed hun And, 

Firft, he is ſaid to [it in the Temple of God, ſhewing bimſclfe to bee 


Ged, 2 Theſ.2 4. This is ttue of the Pope, he fits in the conſciences . | 


of tnen by his Lawes, Edits, Cotnmands, InjunRions,and the like : 
fo that none can buy nor ſell, but thoſe whom the' Beaſt hath marked, 
Rev.13.18,17. Again, this Beaſt is fatd to make warre with the 
Lamb, Veiſ.7. This is alſo true of the Pope :' and therefore ſee him 
now in his Arti.ics throughout the Chriſtian world: ray cannot poor 


England give teſtimony of this? yea ſarely : and ſhall Ircland be - WY 


$}.nt, which is now weltring in bloud, by the Popiſh Army : and if 
{o, hath not this Beaſt a being in the wolrd ? Further, he is ſaid to be 
a ſcarlet-colotred Beaſt ; onely to ſhew unto us , that hethath ſhed. 
the blond of the Sainrs and Martyrs of Jeſus. And 1s not this true of 
the Pope ? Much more might be ſaid, to prove this Beaft to have his 
being in the world ; but this may ſaffice.' And ſo we come to that 


© Religion onght not to be ſetled by the Sword, Ty 

 Irſeems theſe men have little acquaintance with the Scriptures; 
which ſhe it hath been the praftice of godly Kings in all ages before 
Chriſt, and that it ſhall-be the practice of the Church of Chriſt unto. 
the end of the world, ſee theſe Scriptures, 2ſar.27,35: ar 15.24. 
ELnk 23.34. eAf10.1,2, Theſe places prove: that there were foul- 
dias in thedaysof Chrift,and of his Apoſtles: And obſerve,as fome 


- of them were godly men, ſo there were none that were reproved for 


being ſouldiers: then it is lawfull ſo to bein the Epiſtle of 7de, Ver. 
3. weate commanded to contend for the Faith, Which is the Goſpel: 
and if ſo, why not, by the ſword? But however,fee Rev.17.14,15, 
36,17. compared with Chap. 19. Ver. 18, 19, 20, 21. where we 
have, and ſhall have,the Armies of the Beaft, and the Armies of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in the field, which Scriptures are now fulfilled in England, 
Ireland, and other parts of the Chriſtian world, where there are not 
ovely Armies againſt Chriſt, but for -Chrift., Apaine, Chriſt telling 
his Difciples of the fignes that ſhall come to paſſe before the end of 
#he world, faith, Te ſhall beare of warres, and ramours of Warres,, 
SS = 
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* 244t.24.6. Obſeryethen,thete ſhall be warres; both againſt Religi- 


on, and for Religion. And thus {on that Rebgion may and ought | 
tobe ſetled by the Sword. And ſo wecome to that which faith, | 

we have no true Church in England.  - 

. 1 muſt confeſſe, I do not'remember that the: Church of England 

- is any whereſpoken of in. Scripture; as the:Church of Corinth, and 

other Churches were : but doth not the Church of England proteſſe 

the ſame Faith with the Apoſtles , maintain the ſame —_— , and 


telieve in theſame Jeſus for life and ſalyation * Let them herein ac- 
 enſe her if they-can, But they: will rellus , our Church was not 
. Tightly gathered at the fixſt :"for;it waseſtabliſhed by the Sword,or 
* Proclamation, whereas it ought to be gathered by: the preaching of 
the Goſpell, - Tf this beſo, thatno Churches are true Churches, but 
thoſe which aregathered' om Goſpell : Obſerve, how come their 
Churches to be true; which are not fa patheted ?. But to maintaine 
and juſtifle the Church of England,let me challenge all the Churches 
inthe World, togive the ſame teſtimony of:their truth , chat the 
 -Churchof Enpland igable todo, - 1 82__--Þ 
Firſt, ſhe hath profeſſed the Goſpell againſtall oppoſitions, to the 
lofle of eſtate, liberty, andlife, both in her Miniſters and Members. 
Secondly, ſhe hath retained and: kept all her :Fundamentalls in the 
worltof times? «+ Er Ee dio en, 
* Thirdly, She hath converted, and brought many thouſands home 
unto Jeſus Chriſt , which are undeniable teſtimonies of her truth. 
"Lotthefe men ſhew (if they canÞany falſe Church that hath broughc 
fo many ſouls unto God, as the Chirchof 'Eogland bath done - but 
-1f they carmet,letthem be aſhamed of their ſlanders, and repent of 
. their ſinnes. And ſo we come to that which ifaith, OE RE RE 
' - -We have notrue Ordinanceri NS oo oo 1 
_ Forthe truth ofi this, I ſhall ſppeile to.the-xwhole world, and de-- 
mand whether Baptiſme and the Lords Supper. be true Ordinances 
'orno, and whether Preaching and reading the Scriptures be Ordi- 
nances or. no , and Whether Prayer and Singing be. Ordinances. of 
"Bn ES oo ie rn not 34 
- 'Butthey will tell us , wehaveno;Difſcipline ,; 
Ordinanceof Excommunication ,-- —- 
Tothis I anſwer ; We have this Ordinance of -Excommunicati= 
on in being, although we have not x put in execution, a$ I hope 
| G2 now 


[ } 


.we:have tot, the 
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now it will: And then; wonder what our Seftaries will have to 
. lay op *. And ſo we come to that which faith, | 
Orr beſt Miniſters are ſo farre from being the ' Adinifters of 
Chrift, that they 6 7n big P (oy and $ - To oF 7 
' Doe but ſee the impudency and wickedneſie of thoſe men who 
thus vent themſelves againſt thoſe that have begot them , if they be - 
begotat all, When the Apoſtlcs were ſlandered, and ſpoke againſt by 
ſome who wee troublers and difturbers of the peace of their Church, 
they appealed to the conſciences of thoſe men, and told them , that 
they themſclyves-were the ſcales of their Apoſtleſhip , and that they 


had begot them through the Goſpell;1. Cor.411 54: And ſave I am,not=., {thirhla 


withſtanding the ſlanders of: thoſe men,: many.of- our Miniſtersmay 
appeale unto the conſciences of many, after the ſame 'manner , even. 
to ſuch as they have begot from 'the power of. darkneſſe unto light, 
and- from the power of Satan uhto God, and therefore ſhall ſhine as 
thebwmghtneſle of: the: irmament foreverand ever, Day.t2.3, And: 
therefore ſtrange it isto me, that thoſe men ſhould. thas with open 
mouth ſpeak they know not what,. of thoſe who have been. and arc- 

_ 'Faithful}, and truly godly. © AIR. | | 
- -Bur I-leave'them'to'their own workes;. which willpraiſe them in 
the gates, Prove31.13; jand lleave the others to the father of lies. 
and fanders, and come to that blaſphemer who faith, | 


Chriſtu not yert-compe in the fleſh. EE. 
And here ſhall ky down his chiete groves , Which is this. _ 
Chriſt bong: romiſed to come out of the loynes of D avs, .accor-. 
oor 


ding to the fleſh, | 
not read came out of his loynes,. und therefore thoſe promiſes arenot 
fulfilled concerning him... . A 


Ly 


- . - 
= _ —_ 
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but came of .Xfarythe wiſe of Joſeph, who we.do * 
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the ſtock of David, who dare be ſo impudent as to ſay , that 2ſary 
- came not out of the ſameſtock. Yet further it is ſaid , that a virgin 
ſhall concerve and: be with child, Eſa. 7. 14. and this Virgin-hath 
brought forth this.child, AZar.1.22. and this child was Jeſas Chriſt, 
 - who cameoutfof the loynes of David, eA&s 2.32. Now if this 
' > blaſphemer could produce any Virgia Who never knew man to bring 
,<* forth a child, who.was both God and man,he might have ſome ſhow 
 +for what hefſaith, and yet but a ſhow : for, Chriſt is come, Heb.7. 
14, 2 Pet.1.17. T hits my beloved Sonne in Whom ] am well plea- 
ſed. And unto:this bare all the Apoſtles witnefſe, And therefore we 
Jeave this blaſphemer, as detying God and his Word , and therefore 
wotthy of deaty. Further this blaſphemer ſaith, 
T hat there ts noreſurrettion of the dead. | | 
That this is as contrary to divine truth as the former , conſider 
theſe Scriptures, Ex92d.3:6, 1 414 the God of Abraham, the Ged: 
of 1ſaac, and the God of Jacob: but leaſt any ſhould ſay,theſe words. 
- Prove not the reſurreion of the dead, ſee what our Saviour faith, 
AMar.12,26, And that the dead ſhall riſe apaine, it is. evident ;: for, 
* © Moſes deſeribes it , when he ſaid, 7 aw the God of eAbraham , 
the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob: Scealſo Job 14. 15. T hop: 
 foalt call aud: I Will ayſwer, Eſa; 26. 16. -T hy dead 9:1. ſpall live 
| againe, Andſo Dan.12.13. Goe thy way Daniel, for thay ſoult reſt 
and ftandup iu thy lot. And thus you fee the reſurreRtion of the dead 
fully proved. See onely. one place more, which doth not onely prove 
. that the dead ſhall riſe, but thatimany of them are already riſen, at. 
' *. 27.52, And the graves did optn,.. and many of the boates of the Saints 
that. ſlept aroſe :- And thus you ſee, that the dead ſhall not onely. riſe, 
but that-many are already.riſen. It is true , there were: ſome in the. 
Church of: Corinth, as alſo the Sadduces who were of this opinion,.. 
but they areallintheir places, -and ſo.is this-blaſphemer. going to his. 
: T he ſoul is mortall,and dies with the body, -. 0 + 
© **Whereasthe Scripture faith exprefly, 7 he body retaurpes to the duſt* 
and the foule unto God Who gaveit, Eccleſ.12.7, Agalne, our Savi- 
our faith to the rich glatton; Thox foole , this night fpall they fetch. 
avay thy forile; Luke 12420. Obſervethen,. if hisſoule were fetcht 
_ away.frem him, then itvid not die, and goto the grave with his bo- .. 
dy. Andiſo we leave thus, and come.to that which faith, k 
4 YE; Een Es of & at. 
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Th, it there i neither hell wor D evil. 


Now that this may alſo appeare tobe falſe , co afider theſe Scrip- 
tures, E/2.30 33. Tophet ts ordained of old , yea for the King it is 
prepared, Ovſerve then, there is a hel), a plice of torment for a wic- 
ked King. Againe, P/2 / 9.17. The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, | 
and ell the Nations that forget God, Obſerve then, there-is a hell, 


Let us now ſee whetherthere be a Devill or no, and for this purpoſe Ws 


ſee x Per. 5.8. Be  fober and: watch , for . your aduerſfary the acuill 
Foes about like a roaring lion, ſecking Whom he may devonre. Again,” 
Fam.2.1 9. Thou believeft there is a God, thou doſt well, the devills al- 
{s believe'it and tremble. Tt ſeenis then there nreboth Devils and hell; 
but we leave them both for this blaſphemer , without repentance, 
And fo I cone to thoſe men who call themſelves Sacceflours,or Sce-> 

kers, and they affirme: - | 
There « no true Church on earth: and. that £041 way believe in 
the hunjane natare of Chriſt, and yet periſh. 

"wp theſe men-I ſhall onely 1 theſe three things. 


Ficſt, they are notorio0s liers, in ſaying there is no true Church, © | 


- _ , they are carnall blaſphemers, in SEUPIOY Chrifts buma- Y ! 3 


| nity f fromhis Divinity.” 2 Wot 


M ' Thirdly, that they atenotoricas Iofaters, In telieving in his hu- it 
manity, Which is but a creature; being ſeparated from his divinity. 
But we leave them unto the: Apoſtle Tude where he. faith, T hey are 


 wanderin ing ſtarres foaming ont their :owne ag to. Whew. 26 . $a med | q ; 


Hacks co der zelſe for eve," Verſe 13: 1 A Lond 
There os yet hat Oe} fetth; ; 

The doftrine of freeigruce'ts not the doftrin of as G offell.. 

To this I anſwer, thatthe Goſpell doth hold forth free grace, and 
that it ought to be tendred torall- ſorts, and.kinds.of men, and that -it 
;s onc'of the fundainentalls of the Church of England, and ſo.of all 
Proteſtant Churches in the world :; and therefore none of. under- 
ſtanding witl ſpeake againſt it, 


There is yet another, that theſe men trouble them ſelyes about, - 
and that is, FE. _ 


| Whether God do affif TP þ meorm? 

' Tothis T anſwer ina word, Although God do. not e nic for the 
puniſhment of ſin, as though his juſtice were not fatisfied, or his 
_ wrath appeaſed, yet God doth affii& for the purging and driving 
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out of fin, E/2.27.9. By this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be pur ed ; | 
 xnd this is all the friie to take away ime, Mg £4 Mir 
Much more might have been ſpoken if there were pleaſure and de: 
heht in theſe controverſall things. 


WT TEE EEE, AAA Sts 
An Appeal to all men of underſtanding, 


Why *. . Whether learned; or unlearned, concerning 


Polen, © thetruthor falſhood of thoſe opinions , with 
dt iyentnef) nn the Confuration of the ame. | 


Ml JL fe” 
WG \Hriſtian Reader , al, or the moſt of thoſe opinions , I received 
| [TE irom = mouth of le mnhaion are the ors and fomenters of 


ay, 
t 5, becauſe we, © Fai ave fo ora 
diy, ©) es 38 aretn 


of mga 6s Utiavity. Sek} An A Sod is much's = 

_"nonred thereby TEE of mil Fils conld notin his heart 

derſire, that tf Mole x opinions were ſuppreſſed,avd t| that God would put 
vente,of —@—= it info the hearts of thoſe, Who are re ajrexs' of our brexthes, ang re- 
Withtit © < ſtorers of _ovur paths, for then todwel Liv "te appoint't Forhe'or & 
Jay | | to looke after-th ofe great —_— 


Free 


| ler. 48. _ | : ES 
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| 
Queſt. Ay a Tradeſman, who hath not been brought up at the 
y Vuverſity preach the Goſpell ; yeaor no? -. _ 
Anſ., ©" > Yes he may.: and for this purpoſe ſee 44.11.19; | 
20,21. With 1 Cor.14. and it were tobe wiſhed, that the Parliz. < 
ment would:now ſend forth men fearing God ato the dark places of ' z\ * 
the Kingdom, where the Goſpell is not preached, that by that meanes 
many Toules may be brought home to God, 7 
Queſt. Aſay a man who ts not acquainted With the Greeks ana He | 
brew be a Preacher of the Goſpel ? EE W@/ 
Anſ. Yes he may : for although learning is neceflary, yet it is nok W 
of abſolute neceſſity to-b1ing ſoules home ts God, Af.r1.21,  - 
Queſt. Car a mar that is not acquainted With the Original, nnder- 
ftand or know the Scriptures ? I LE 2-4 
Anſ. Yes hemay underſtand the Scriptures, and theminde of God | - 
therein more fully and truly then the greateſt. Rabbi in the world, 
Mat.11. 2 Cor.1.6. the Scribes and Phariſes were alſo learned men; ; 


a5 alſo our Prelates, and many-of our kw rage yet jgnorant. ! 
CG 


of the Goſpell : And therefore we conclude, that the underftanding | 
of the Scriptures is neither to the learned nor to the unleamed , but | 
unto thoſe whom Gad reveales it. | © | | 
_.__. Obje, The Apoſile faith, that they that are unſtable and unlear-: 
ned, wreft the Scriptnres ta their own deftrutftion, 2 Pet.y.16.It ſeems| 
then, that learning is of abſolute neceſſity for the underſtanding ok, Etu: 
the Scriptures. _— FE | TE | trut! 
., Anſ. Inowey lightening, but give it itsdue honour and re: that 
C 


ſpeR, for the tranſlating of the Scriptures out of one langiiage into a«! © 
nother, and being truly trarſſlated, it isonely neceſſary ; but not of| 
abſolute neceſſity, and this learning the Apoſtle ſpeakes of, is onely; © 
the true knowledge or underſtanding of the Scriptures, and not the | © li 
=, Ga owc.os _ q\ there 
O bet. By this you worild not have any wicked man to bea Mini- | Golf 
Rerof the Goſpell, although never ſo learned, | life, 
Av. Although a wicked man may bean inſtrument now of good in 1Y% 
fome reſpeRs, yet it wereto be wiſhed that none but thoſe who are J1®? 


Pe rr on truly. | lay, 
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k 
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truly godly, were Miniſters of the Goſpell, becauſe none but the) 
can or Will make conſcience of what they undertake, forit is written, 
7 will deftroy the wiſdome of the wiſe, and will caſt away the under ftan- 
ding of the prudent ; Where then is the wiſe, or where is the ſcribe, 
where 1s the diſputer of this world ? hath not God made the wil- 
dome of this workd fooliſhnefle, 1 Cor.2.119,20, 
— Queſt. Fhatwalic? | 
. Anſ. Lxs$are taken divers wayes in Scripture. 

" 1 Forall forts and kinds of fin, Ho/.7:3. 

3 Lies are taken for any weakneſſe or imperfeRion. Heb. 6.18, 

3 Liesare taken for falſe do&rine, Jer.23.26. 

4 Lies are taken for working of wickednefſe, Rev.2 1.27. 

5 Lying is taken for a mans {peaking or affirming any thing con- 
trary to his 6wn knowledge, ſo Peter when he faid, / know wot the 
ax, but more fully ſee that in A# j5. when Ananias. and Saph ir 4 
his wife had ſold their lands and poſlefligns, and brought. part of the 
14 —Imoneys, and laid it downe at the Apoſtles feet, telling them there 
MOLD Wt was all, when they knew the contrary, this was an apparent lie, 
fed ny” er it is as it we ſhould fay, the ſun ſhines not,” when, we know. .it 
wk Ns ,{. doth ſhine, or as if we ſhould fay, there is no light, when we know 
bit ne "3+ that there is light : this I ſay 6an apparent lice... . 7R- 
WET: Queſt. Phati anmntrath? ;. Ou = 
\ SOLO IOR. N Axſ. An untruth is ſuch a thing-as we receiveand report the thing 

| (a being untrue in it ſelfe, as if any {hould tell us, that Babylon were &- 

Jr I Aually fallen and we report this thin tobe {0;t 118 15 properly an un- 
mw? truth, oras if a man ſhould teſtus, t at New-Ehgland is taken, or 
"14. 11" that there is peace in Ireland, and wereport this tobe fo, this T fay is 
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gon EWOT\\ 2n untruth. TN: 
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: "_—_ Phatis diffemulition us, Fats | TOES 
Diflimulation is thus re f6r8 man to: FOR" bimifelf 


to + F; <>, when he is well, or for a man to pretend himſelf ro be mad 


when he is not, AS D avid before the King of Gath, This) 15 <101mg- 
lation. rg 


Queſt. what 5: TY oF = BE, 

Auſw. Policie 1s that hm 2 man dothrior only Preſerve him- 
ſafe in danger, but doth &dliver him(ſelfe from'danger, {ee both theſe 
jn Paul, A a 22. 6, when he was before the Counſel), and perceiv= 
ins them to bedivided} andthe greateſt part Phatife Dog he criedout, 


AMein and brethren, Fam a Phariſee , and the ſanne Fr 4 Phariſes, 4 i oy 


he eſcaped their hands : or as it 'a'man were infome ſtrait, 'or hard- 
ſhip, as being at a Court of Guard without a Ticket , and eſpying 
ſome great-man, pretendeth ſome buſineſe of moment” with him, 

and by this meancs paſſeth the Guard : this is neither diffimulation 


Nor ei vocation', ut direct policte , , Proceeding from the under- 
| ſtanding. | 
' Manar "TY was created good, 
- Bur this eſtare he loſt as he wood : 
Chuſing rather ta pleaſe-his eye, - - 
Then to obey that God that was moſt high, 
When:-manin-innocency did ſtand, 
| He tooke'an apple in his hand, 
Which pple d1d occaſion great. - 
Man to carne his bread with fryear,, 
When man in ſtate of miſerie 
Was finally ſentenced forto die, .. - .. 
_ There being no helpe:tthat-could be WIE Ke 
- Had not. Chriſt himſelf comets redeeme, 
The troubles that he underwent,, 
Made his ſoule for to. lament, © 
. Saying, my God, my;God, indeed 
Th «iT heſe1 troubles make: my heart to blecd... 
He was carried to' Plates hall, 


And received vinegar and gall, 


*. 


ave them: 
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ELF Which things did make himvery hoarſc, 
BENE And then he | orp:wen up the ghoſt, 


EA Andthis he did for poore. loſt man, 
W208  \V ho doth revolt as he began, _ 
Wing Thus to requite, and recompence him,. 
$04. Who loſt his life mans ſoule to win. 
Therefore let man exalt alwayes, 
| And live to-his cverlaſting praiſe. 
Watt But, let the Arminians now be ſt1J], 
Wining Thar boaſt ſo.much upon mans will, 
F And let the Anabaptiſts alſo forbeare,. 
Who tell us plainly Chriſt is not here, 
And ſo ſhall I, as I begun, +> 2 gs 
Leave them all tortheir deſerving doome.- 
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